5 
5 Lendon, Printed for George Whittington, at the Blew. Anchor 


Le oP 7 ot tr SE. FE a weed + 
, v . 


CHURCHES 
RESURRECTION: 


| OR, 


| R 
The CREATING ofthe| 
New Heavens. 


Written by an unworthy Goſpel-Miniſter, 


FOHN BRAYN. 


Rev/ 21, 2. And 1 Pohn ſaw the holy City, &c. 


Aft 13.41, Behold, ye deſpiſers, and Wonder, and periſh: for T 

Work, a Work in your days, a Work Which you ſhall in no 
Wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto you. 
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To the Honorable, 


| The Ceneral Councel 


OF-THE 


| ARMY 


: FREPN that I am aſſured you and your defpiſed Ar- 
z T; ) mies, are they by whom the (burch is to be 
_ 0 bk Dt uſhered out of ber long hid eſtate into the world 
. * again; Tpreſume to preſent you with this inſuing Tra, 
as belonging to you, Which may ſomething ſerve to belp- 
direft your Councels in ('burch- affairs, in the ſound foun- 
dation whereof you will finde to conſiſt the ſtrength of your 
> mwndertakings, Councels and comforts to depend, and iſſues 
to ſucceed, it being the work onely of God, to give man 
to bis labor an expeFted end. Now the Lord ſo dire you 
in your great undertakings , to do the work of the Lord, 
that he may hare glory, and you mercy in the day of 


Chriſt, # the deſire of 


% 


7 Your Seryant in the Goſpel, 


Jo: BRAYN. 


—_— «=. % $% *® %& FT © Þ F 
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To the Reader. 


I Think good to.acquaint thee, that God may 


+-+ -< 
 » 


have the greater glory, That the Form of 

Government I drew wholly from the Word, 
beforel ſaw the leaſt foorſtep of itin the Pri- «|. 
mitive Practice, mentioned by the Fathers ; 
which when I came to {ce them to be as ſo many 
Wicneſles -to the Truth , I could not for thge, 
Truths {ake but make it publique for thy profit. + | 
Itis not. as large as intended, but Epitomized 
onely , my allowance for my Miniſtery being 
detained'from me; nor did I therefore tranflate 
but few of the Authorities cited ; ſome are, for 


the'uſe of theunlearned. I deſire yon to pou by bs | .; 
? 


Os 


the errors committed in Printing it, becauſe 
having other occaſions, I could not attend the 
Preſs,and it ſhall be your honor, and be eſteem- 
edof 


Your Serroant in the Gopel, 


Jo: BrxayYN. 


I theſe times it hath been the way of men tocry down the ſound 
and ſaving Truths of God and the Goſpel, by branding them with 
terms of Novelty, and New found Notions, proudly and ſcornfully 
calling them ridiculous things, in branding the men that God reveals 
them co with odious names, hindring many from ſo much as trying 
the Truth ; then which, Satan hath not had a greater Engine againſt 
the way of God in theſe laſt times, which the tryal of the firſt and 
purelt of Antiquity will reveal unto us, and ſhew us how ; and I 
ſhall endeavor, as my weak ability, ſmall reading, and other great 
imployments will give me leave, in theſe few ſheets. of Paper fol- 
lowing to manifeſt, And firſt, 


Hat the Government of the Church in the Primitive 
times, was not looked on as in theſe latter times it hath 
been (even to be a thing to be made conformal to every 
eltate in which the Goſpel is preached prudentially) 
which is clearly to be proved by many witnefles ; but fm 
that the Scripture ſaith, Under two or three Witneſſes every thing ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed, 1 ſhall onely prove them by two or three, and no more, 
as being ſufficient hereunto alone. . 


.Tertulliau, who lived about Two hundred years after Chriſt,faith, 
Nobu vero nihil ex noſtro arbitrio inducere licer, ſed nec eligere quod 
aliqus ex ſuo arbitrio induxerit, Apoſtolos Domini habemus auttores, 
qui nec ipfi quicquam ex [uo arbitrio quod inducerent eligerunt, ſed' 
acceptam 4 Chriſto diſciplinam fideliter Nationibus aſſignarunt ita- 
g, etiamſs Angelus de cli aliter Evangelizaret, anatkema diceretur 4 


nebis, De Praſcrip, Hetet. 
. \ The 


The ſence this: It is ngt lawful for us to induce any thing at our 


Pleaſure, norto chooſe that 1 Agr ger of his own will,; 


we have the Apoſtles of the , Authors, who themſelves nor 
.choſe nor in (to the Church) any thing of their free will, 
bur they ly affigned to the Nations the diſcipline received 
from Chriſt : Therefore, though an Angel from heaven ſhould teach 
otherways, let him be accounted as accurſed of us. 
-eAp. Whar place is there then for a prudential Government in the 
Church ? How can Miniſters plead for it, or Magiſtrates ſer it up ? 
Dionifm Ep. to Demophilns. 

$i diſtinftiones ordineſg, confundere Sacratiſſimas Dei Sanftiones 
qura tranſpreds eſt, omni profetto ratione caret Dei canſa pervertere 


traditum divinitus ordinem; neg, enim in ſeipſum Dei ſermo diviſiu eſt, 


alioquin quomodo ow? ejus regnum ? 
| Cle 


m. Alex. Lib. Strom. 7. p. $41. 

Dnomods ergo in bello non eft eordo deſtrendus quem dedit imperator 
milits, ita nec eſt deſerend#us ordo quem dedit nobu verbum, quem ac+ 
cepimus principem ac ducem cognitions & vite. | 

I may prove this by others, but Tertx4. whoſe Authotity is que- 
ſtioned by none, ſpeaking to this exceeding pertiriently, 1 propoſe 
again, as in his Book Adverſus Marion. 

Et oportmerit ntig, prius alium Deum exponi, poſtea ejus diſciplinam 
induci ; quia Deus auttoritatem preftet diſcipline, neon Deo diſciplina. 

This I ſuppoſe proves ſufficiently, That in the Church rs Difſti- 
pline ought to be ſet up, but what Chriſt in the Goſpel hath com- 


manded. 


The ſecond thing to be conſidered, is, The Miniſtery without the 
Church, erected: by Chrilt in the world t@ fit for the 
Church, 

I. The Books of Arnobius , Lattantins, Fuſtin Martyr, called 
Serm. ad Gentes, prove it. 

Clem. Alex. ad Gentes. 

Venite;vemite 6 meorum juoenunscar niſi: enim rarſus efficiamins 
m.puers, & regeneremin ut att Scriptura enum qus vero eſt pater now 
recipiette,neg, unquam in regen Coalorum imvabitts, quando enim eft 
iti permiſſum ingredz, (ed quando ut puro inſcriptns fuerit & cives 
. effetius, + patrens acceperis ; runs erit m mnere filioruns patyis, wc 
on habebitur qui ſit heres, my 

$5 me 


- 


bigheſtand loweſt; berween which, the Prophet, the Evangeliſt and 
| ic. - + $: Paſtor 


[ 


} : - Joie 
Come ye, come ye, O of m 
leſs ye become again as children, and be new 


yong men, for utt-- 
xs the Scripture 


| ith, ye cannot receive him who is traly uhe Father, nor (hall ye ever 


enter into the Kingdom. of Heaven : Whenis it permitted the {txan- 
ger to-enter, but when, as Fthink, he is inrolled and made a Citizen, 
and hath received the Father 7 then he ſhall be in the number of che 
Fathers childcen. 

That this was to- unconverted Gentiles, is without doubt ; and 
farther ſhews, They were tobe inrolled, and receive the Father oj 
is,I ſuppoſe )they were to profeſs Faith in and Obedience unto God, 
before he could be a Citizen or a Son, which at firſt muſtbeancitate 
of childehood in the Church again (though: men by nature) or they 
could not enter. 

(lemens in Orat. adhor. ad Gentes. 
Precurſor Fohanuts vox verbum precurvit, vox adbortatoria pr a- 
5 ad ſalutes, vo adhertans, ad. hereditatem Coloram: per Quan 
fterilis & deſerta non eft infertilige, 

This: ſhews: what the work!of this Miniſtery was, ever onely 
to prepare for, and perſwade men of the neceſſity there: was 
to become members of the Clivrely, and ro be of the ſociety 
of the Saints , that the barren and the deſert ſouls may notbe 
—_ he alluding herein ro- Johns: preaching in che wildemels: 
0 

Tertull. adverſiw Martion. 

Lex & Prophetee u{q, ad Joannems ex quo regunns Det anunxcia- 
tur, quaſi mon & nos limitens quendam agnoſcamus Joarnens coftituo> 
rm inter vetera & nova ad quem deſmerer fudaiſmus, of 4 que inci 
peret Chriſtiani/nms: non tamen,0 ab alia virtate futta'fit ſedatio le» 
g15. & prophetarum- & initiatio Evangelis in-quo' oft Dei' regnum: 
Chriſt us ipſe. 

1. This Miniſtery in John the Baprif# was ſet up among the Jews, 
Godsown ancient people, to prepare the for the Goſpeleſtate, 
which proves the Miniſtery to be exerciſed among all other people, 
to prepare them for the Church eſtare, if irhad'been needleſs antong. 
any, ithadbcenamong the Jews. 

2. This-Miniſtery is clearly confirmed'by the Apoltle, 2 Tims 1.171. 
whois %ipvf 4 amwra@® 1 Iirga@ iinwy.; here Apoltleand Teacher 
are the two extremes of the Church, Miniſtery- the firſt and'laft, 


pares for the Church Miniltery, but is not of it. 
| Euſebins Lib. 6. cap.2. 

(um Eccleſie apud Alexandriam Magiſterii deeſſet officium,cumg, 
omnes perturbati perſequtorum minis & ferocitatibus anfugiſſent, 
aliquanti Gentilium conveniebant ad Originem tunc adhuc Grammati- 
cum docentem audire de eo verbum de neſtra fide ac Religione Cupien- 
res ; quos ille non tantum ad fidem de perfidia convertebat, ſed etiam 
perfette vite inſtitutionibus ovine 2 Hence Mr. CMorein his 
Chronol. T ables, calls Origen Catechiſt, as if he had obtained no other 
degree of Miniſtery, 

It is remarkable he ſaith, he did not onely convert them from in- 
fidelity to the Faith (which was the proper work of the Miniltery 
without the Church, and ſo here implyed) but informed them in the 
Inſticutions of a better life. 


1. This was more, I ſuppoſe, then any before Origen ever did by 


an Aginary Call. 
2, It is true, the Miniſtery were all fled, and ſo none left to 


do it. 
3. Called on of the people to doit. 


3- A word or two will not be amiſs, to ſhew the maner of Ad- 
miſſion to Church ſociety, as recorded by the Ancients, 
Clem, Alex, Lib. 7, pag.834. 

Num ergo ſi quis patta conventa non obſervaverit, & tranſgreſſus 
fuerit eam que fit apud nos confeſſionem, propter eum qui non ſtetit 
ſue profeſſiont abſtinebimus nos quog, @ veritate? ſed ut oportet viruns 
probum minime eſſe mendacem & mbhil infirmare eorum que eſt polli- 
Citrs,etiamſh aliqui alia patta conventa tranſiliant, ita nos quog, nullo 
modo convenit tranſilire regulam eccleſiaſticam, c maxime eam que 
fit de rebus maximss profeſſionem. 

Tertul. de SpeRaculis : Cum aquam ingreſſi Chriſtianam fidem: in 
legts ſue verba profitemnr, renunciaſſe nos diabolo © pompe ejus & 
Angels ejus ore noſtro conteſtamur. 

Dioniſins cap. 2.de Hierar, ſets it out thus, He that is taken with 
the love and deſire of ſublime and c@leſtial benefits, comes to one of 
the number of the faithful, and deſires him to bring him to the Prieſt, 
promiſing he would obſerve all that ſhould be required of him with 
his whole heart ; deſiring him he would alſo take the care of the 
ordering 
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Paſtot are contained ; before all which, the »pvE is placed, who pre- 
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ordering of his remaining life. Now although the believer be in- 


flamed with a facred love of the ſalvation of his ſoul , yet conſider- 
ing the height of the thing, and humane infirmity, forthwith horror 
and diſtreſs invade him : At length he bountifully promiſeth him to 


" do what is deſired, and taking the man, brings him to the high Prielt 


(or Evangeliſt) who with great joy receives the man no otherways 
then as a loft ſheep on his ſhoulders; then he (that is, the high Prieſt 
gathers all the ſacred Orders, that they may co-operate with him 
(which is the Paſtor and Teacher, admitting him for a Member ) and 
$hat they may rejoyce together for the man, and as the holy Church 
(tha is, the ſociety of the Saints) they give thanks to the Divine 


| 
| 
| TClemency, and in the beginning (ingeth ſome Hymn, inſerted in the 
' 


facred Books, together with all the Orders of the Church, poſt hec 
deoſculatis Sanftu altaribis : Aﬀter this, the Priclt comes to the man 
ſtanding by, and demands of him, What moved him to come there ; 
be accuſing himſelf (as he was taught by him that took the charge of 
him) of ungodlineſs, and ignorance of the true God, and ſighing 
for that he hath been ſo long deſtitute, of the work of the divine life ; 
and praying, That by his moſt ſacred Office and Prayer, he may be 
permitted to enjoy God and the Divine Myſteries. Now on thisir 
is witneſſed unto him by the Prieſt, that he ought to come to God 
with his whole heart, and in all things to be perfeR and unblame- 
able. Then the Prieſt opening the nature of a divine Converſation 
and life, it is demanded of him, if he will live ſo, yea or no ; which 
when he hath promiſed, he puts his hand on his head, Conſignanſg, 
illam, he commits him to the Prieſts,they Record the man, and him 
that undertook for him. 'Other Ceremonies are by the perverters of 
Antiquity added after, which I paſs by as ſpurious things, and then 
the Evangeliſt, Paſtor and Teacher proceed to the Baptizing of 
him, 
Clem. Alex. Lib.7. Stro. p. 790. 

Nam ante myſteriorum quog, ſeu Sacramentorum traditionem ex- 
hiberi oportere quaſdam-expiationes iis qui ſunt initiands myſteris ; 
utpote quod eporteat impia depoſita opinione ad veram converts tra- 
ditionem. | 

Herein that this was done to thoſe were to be initiated, at their 
iniciating (by the RE ) that is, at their Baptiſm ; before which 
they were to promiſe the denyal of themſelves, and the forſaking 
thcir old Converſation, and a ſubjecting themſelves to the cede 

an 


mm ury 4 


wad promiſe to live the life of Chriſt, in ſociety with the Sames, 
New in theſe do. I fippae begins the bonds and tyes ſpoken 
& Epenenes Cebaff. 3.19. in which, the member is bound to 
xt, £0 the Minilter, the-members by Promiſe, by Sacraments, by 
| Profeſſion of Faith, 5c. and Chriſt unto the Chriſtian, 
Application of this.is, That ſceing the colleRtion of Churches was 
| 


in. this maner {et gown in the Goſpel, and praftiſed for Two hum- 

dxed years after in the Church,  fure the fame way is ſtill robe ob- 
| ſerved, or the conſtitution of our Churches cannot be ſaid to be ac- 
| rag Io paar ye Godpe, or the Churches in the Primitive pa« 
| tern; but muſt reſemble the eſtate-of Chucches as they were fet up 
| under Antichaiſh, or that Form which made way for him, and con- 
| txibuted, to the inthronizing of him. 

a" 


Faſtin. 
Encharſteneme admittitnr niſi qui credit verams effe noftran doftri- 
naw, abluties negenerationts lavacre in remiſſionem pecoatormms, ſic 
wiaens. nt Chraſtus docuits 


The fourth.general-is. of che Miniftery, that appertains unto the 
| Church onely. 

|. Their number are faid'to-be three onely. 

| Tertwll. de Exhort. C aftwtatrs, 

| Differentian inter ordinem. & plebennconſtituit eccleſie anforitas 
1 &- honor = ondinss conſeſſuns ſantificatns a-Deo, nbinon eſt eccle- 
| fiaſtics ordinss co of, of Offers & Tings, & Sacerdos es tibi (6- 
| tn, ſedubjtres,ecclefraofld, * 

[92 "The: words: for the Miniſtery are 94ſolere;; but he thatis not a 
Lott Granger to. his: Writings, will net admire at it, eſpecially in his 


'. Dionifins Eccleſ, Hierar. cap 5. par. prima, 
Nunc jam Sacerdotalis perfunttio [no eft loco, exponenda, in pur- 
gantem at s, illuminantens Conſummantemg, ordinem diſtributa, which 
he calls I Sacerdos, Pontifex. 
-- Now, faith-he, the Sacerdotal' Calling is. to be expounded'in its 
Place, and is diſtributed into the Purging Order, which is the Teach- 
ns nam the Paſtors, PerfeRing Order, which. is 
Andafrer idews5bjd.he clears it thus, Rudes haftenns purgat, Ale 
Gag, prrgatte ratione Sucratioris gruditionts illuminat, ultima que 
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& priover conelndet O- cettplet quibd inerndhites Shkrwin inftrwTio- 
mon ſcientia perfecit, © 
Which plainly proves the Miniſtery then exerciſed in the Charrh, 
to be threefold, and diſtingaiſhed by the operations of chem, put- 
ging, illuminating, perfeFing, and by the Order they are placed in 
the Church ; as, the firſt Miniſtery , the middte Miniſtery, the faſt 
Miniſtery. | 
In the Ep. Decreral of Lucins it is ſaid, That a Biſhop ſhould 
have two Prieſts and three Deacons following him, which was in- 
, tended for the cotiſtituring of a Chutch according to the Goſpel;and 
not for pompous pride, as Papiſts underſtand for Popes. 

Ignatins Ep. tothe Church of Trals. 
nid vero Preſbyterinms nifs collegints Sacriehs ? confilkarts & con- 
af Epiſcopi : quid iteiy Diaconi niſi thvitatores eAngelicirnins 
vitutem ei miniſtrantes miniſteriiem parivrs & tiumardlathn it Siun- 
tins Sttphanus beats Fatobo, & T intothtin ac Litihs Palo, & eApa-' 
" wgletins atg, Clemens Petro? qui ifithy inobedicns futrrit his eAthent & 
- | - wnpins ommino fuerit & Chriftum improbans. 

.. I the ſooner quote this Epiſtle, becauſe not queſtioned, and this 
matter, becauſe its uſed _ demonſtratively ; in which he 
proves their Presbytery, confilting of a Biſhop and two Presbyrers, 
to agree with that of Pani, Timothy and Linus , Peter, Anacletus 

- | - and Clemens, and ſo tobe according to the Apoltolical inſtitution : 

This Epiſtle ſpoken of by Nirephor, /ib. 3. cap. 29. Hyrenent, Emn 

" ſebims. 

$: The reaſon why Irene ſpeaks fo little of theſe things in his Five 
Books, Adverſ. Hereſ. I fuppoſe is, beeauſe he wrote a Book Ds 
_ Diſciplina, mentioned by Hieron. de vita Irenes, which with'the true 
Hiſtory 6f £gi/p. arid that Book of 7oſep. Antioch. called Sprcutans 
perfefte militie eccleſie'Priviitive, are all loft ; and rhe beginning of 
the fiſt Lb. of Strom. of Clemens Alexandyinns, With was the 
Key of his Booksof Srromes doubtleſs. 
##; Lib. 4. A 47« "Ow R 
napropter ers qiriin etcleſia ſane Preſbyterus obaxdire oportet bis 
Kya wt fas ab n, poſtolis ficut oftendimus, qui ha Epiſ- 
coparus ſucceſſione Chariſma verititis certuns, ſecundum placitum 
patr is abcepeynitt. 
In whieh-he (hews, That is every Churthi there onght to be Preſ- 
byters, who are to have their ſucceffion frotft thie Apoſtles: 


| 


. . - This may be ſeen NT 


| þ 1 . eoeobut in his ſecond Apology made to Antonixs Pins, at the end of it, 


| ; 
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metrins Epiſcops quod ad ipſum precipm a 
tionts verbi multitudines plurime convolarent, 05 Calezin nd 
et, docendi magiſterium in eccleſia tribxit , which I take to he Ca 
chizing. \ 

Lib. 6. cap: 5. Nam cum apud Paleſtinam precipui © eminentes 
inter Epiſcopos viri id eft, Hiereſolimorum Alexander, & Theotiſtus, 
Ceſaree, videntes divinum opus verbo Dei ordinaſſent eum Preſbyte- 
rum, ac enum Sacerdotio jam namg, dignum probarent. 

Sacerdos is ——_ applyed to the Paſtors Miniſtery, which he was 
thought worthy of, bur received it not ; which proves this Presbyter- 
ſhip henow received, was nothing elſe but the DoRtors office, as ap- 
pears more clearly in the words following, Origines apad Alexan- 
driam Dottor eccleſie valde clarns habebatar. | 

Lib.6. cap. 17. Poſt Philetum autem apud eAntiochiam Zebenus 
eccleſfam Juſcepit, quo in tempore Origines rogatus eft ab eccleſits ; 
(that is, the diltinR Societies at Antioch) apud Antiochian nt ill uſg,f 
pro convincendis hereticis qui imbi liberius convaluerant perveniret, 
910 cum pergeret & iter neceſſario ageret per Paleſtinam, Preſbyter | 
apud Caſaream ab illins provincie Epiſcopis ordinatur, ; 

I. By his firſt Presbyterſhip he miniſtred at eAlexanadria. 

2, By his ſecond at eAntioch. 

3. He was under Zebenws the Biſhop at Antioch, he never afſumed of. 
that degree of Miniſtery in the Church. 2 

4. He was Catcchiſt before, by the ordination of Demetrius, J. 
> $5- In this is obſerveable, That the People of Antioch had the call 
of their Miniſters, and none aſſumed that Authority over them in 
thoſe days. 

Zuſtis Martyr ſpeaks nothing of the Diſcipline of the Church , 


in which he ſpeaks of the Preſu/ and Prepoſities, Leftor and Deacons; 
but the Papiſts have ſo corrupted it, ,as that there is no-uſe to be made 
of it, there is foiſted in it. the carrying about of the Sacraments to 
the ſick, the Miniſter, not the Deacon, to colle& the Alms of the 
Church, &c. 


Ignatins Ep. 3.ad Magneſranos. | 

( «terum quoniam merui videre vos per Daman Deo dignum Epiſ= 
copuem veſtrum,& Preſbyteros Deo dignos, Baſſum & Apollonium Fo 
conviven mon Serinem Diaconum. oc 
r6& 


O» 


© Herethe Pretbyters are clearly by tiathe expreſſed, who are ohely 
two; if there had'been more, he would not have left them our, and 
have named Sotio the Deacon: And in all his Epiſtles, when he 


writes of _Presbytery, you are to underſtand the fame number alway, 
no true Church having one more then another. 
Egiſippus. Vna cum Apoſtolis ſuſcepit ecclefiam adminiſtrandans 
tus, frater Domini Facobus,qui Juſtus ab omnibus copnominatus. 
/ i Which Apoltles were Peter and John, Gal. 2.9. 
Hence Irene, lib.3. cap.12. writing of that ets 15. Afcendif+ 
Was ſent Panlus & Barnabas Hieroſolimmam' ad alteros «Apoſto/os proprer 
wa hanc queſtionem, & univerſa eccleſia conveniſſet in unum : Here he 
3 ap- ſpeaks of the Apoſtles and Church, but not Elders, which ſhews the 
_ Apoſtles and Elders were the fame perſons, though diverſly fer out, 


as 1 Pet. 6.1. eAn Elder -and Witneſ;, and Paxl, 2 Tim. 1.11, As 
Apoſtle, a T eacher, which implyeth the ſame thing. 
Tertul. de Pudicitia. 

eApoſtols emittunt ad eos qui jam ex Nationibus allegi ceperant, 
Viſum eſt Spiritui Santto & nobss. | 

Where he leaves out the word Elders, and mentions Apoſtles,one- 
ly intimating, that the Apoltles and Elders were the fame men. 

Clemens of Rome, Ep. to James. 

Prorete officium Epiſcopus impleat, Preſbyteri Nautarnm, Diacons 
med »f- diſpenſatorum locum tenent, hi qui Catechizant N antalogis conferan- 
| tur, Epibatts autem totins fraternitatis multitude ſit fimilts. The reſt 


of his works (if this Epiſtle be not) is ſpurious, and this groſly cor- 
Call rupted : But here the Catechiſt and the Presbyters are diſtin& 
— workers in the Goſpel work or Miniſtery, the- Presbyters were not 

| to Catechize, 
rch , Hyeren, lib. 4. cap. 37. 
f it, Der omnia hec Deus pater oftenditur Spiritu quidem operante,filio. 
ons; vero adminiſtrante, patre vero comprobante,homine vero conſummante 
nade ad ſalutem. And after ſhews how it is done, ſaying, Diviſcones cha« 
wo riſmatum ſunt, idem autem Spiritus ; diviſiones miniſteriorum, t 
the autem Dominns ; diviſiones operationum ſunt, idem autem Deus q#s 


operatur 0mnia in omnibus. 


I, The gifts ars ſaid to be the Spirits. 
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Epiſ= + 2. The Miniſteries or execution of- them, the Sons. 

Fo 7 3. The operations which depend on the ſeveral gifts of Evange- 
liſt,Paſtor, Teacher, and their ſeveral teachings are ſaid to be Gods or 
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 (hEFathers, 


(10 
#4. Theſe all tead to perfeRt the Believer, | 
Similitnd. Hermes. Diſc. Panl. Sinmilitnd, 8. 
Nuncius Domini coronas juſſit aſferri,allate ſunt autem corone velut 
ex Palmus fake, corenavit eos viros nunoins in quorum virgis Pam- 


pinos invenerat & fruftum, & juſſit eos ire in twrrim : ſed & illos vi-- 


v0 maifit in 1191108 3n quorum virgs Pampinos imvenerat fine fruttn, 
dato es (igllo, nam veſt ems eandem habebant , id eft, candidam ficut nis 
vers; cum qua jubebat ipſos ire in turrim. Nec minns C eos qui red- 
diderant virgas ſnas fiext acceperant virides, data ets veſte candida 
& fic eos dimifit ire in turrim : his conſummats ait ad Paſtorem il- 
lum ; ego vade, tm vero dimitte hos intra muros in eo loco quo quiſg, 
wermt habitare. 

This Book is wonderfylly corrupted throughont, yet many things 
thereof would ſerve to prove the things aſſerted, bur this being clear 
and full, ſafficeth, 

Hieron, Ep. ad Evagrinm. 


Et ut ſciamus traditiones Apoſtolicas ſumptas de veteri Teftamento, ' 


quod Aaron & filis ejus atg, Levite in Templo fuerint, hoc fibi E- 
piſcopi Preſbyters &- Diaconi in eccleſia. 

Here he compares eFares and his two Sons to the Evangeliſt, Pa- 
ſtor and Teacher (though I ſappoſe the true order was broken before 
Hieroms time) and'the Levites to the Deacons. 

Gregory is forced to. confeſs the truth, though, as it were, againſt 
his will 16 Hom. ſuper, Exh, lib.-2p. 72. Oriental via tres binc 
& tres inde Thalamos habere/memoratiur : non inconvenienter acci- 
pinnes, ſi tres efſe fidelinns ordines, 

Now asthere arethree Orders of Believers, ſo there were three 
Chambers or -Mceting-places to meet in, and Miniſtery implyed, 
though then at Rome were no ſuch Order. 

Policarp. Ep. ad Philippenſes. 

Roge. 19itur vos omnes infiftereverbo juſtitie & patientia quam 
eculara fide videſtis won ſolum in beatiſſimis ills Ignatio ſcilicet, & 
Zozimo & Rufe. 

Theſe three being the whole Church Miniftery mentioned by N5- 
cephor. lib. 3. cap. 29. Zozimns and Rufus were never Biſhops of 
Antioch, as in the Catalogue of the Bilhops appears. 

5. The ground generally laid down for this threefold Miniſtery, is 

taken from the Trinity of perſons in that one Divine Eſſence 
of God. Clem, 


_ 3 


Clem. Alex, Stvom. Lib. 7. p. 7599. calls the three Aﬀemblics of 
the Church, Beatans Sanftorum manſion rrinitaten, then by which 
ix could nor be exprefſed more fitly, commendinyg it uato us inn the 
higheſt myſtery,in whom they are indeed made one, ro which Chriſt 
alludes, Job. 17+ v17-11,21- 

Diony ſins cap. 5. de Eccleſ. Hieravch, 
Et quidem Hieraxchiam onmnem in trinitats diftribuerinue uns 


merum. 

And truly, fairh he, we diſtribute all Hierarchy into the tiymber of 
the Trinity, that is, of three, 

Ignatins Ep. 6. al Phila. 

Unns Epiſcopus, una cam Preſbyterornum (ollegio & Diatonis com- 
ſervu meis, quando quidem & uns ingenitus Deus & pater, & unus 
wnigenitus filins Des verbam & homo, anus paracletus Spiritus 
veritaths. | 

Hyren. Lib. 4. cap. 75. 
Per hant ordinationem & hujnſmods convenientiam & tatis faftus 


& plaſmatus homo ſecnndum imaxinem & ſmilitudinem infetts Dei, 


patre quidems bene ſentiente, filis vero miniſtrante &- formante, ſdiritn 
vero nutriente & angente, homine very paniatins proficiente & prr- 
veniente ad perfeitam, 


6. Now as the Miniſters are three, ſo they had a threefold Mini- 
niſtery, which were diſtinguiſhed diverſly one from the other. 
Clem. Alex. 46.7. p. 799. 

Salutares he conver fiones pro ordine mutationts dividuntuy 
temporibus, & locts, (+ honorivus, & copnitionibns, & hareditatibur, 
& miniſteriis nſq, ad eam que tranſtendit contemplationem, & eff 

oxima Domino in atermite, 

Theſe ſaving converſibns for order of change, are divided both 
in times;. places, honors,. knowledge, inheritahces, mitiiſteries ; and 
implieth, That the Saints in the Church came (intime) tochange 
their Miniſtery, and with their Miniſtery, their former place of M4- 
niſtety, and had greater honor in the Churth,and had a higher degree 
of knowledge miniſtred to them then formerly : So that it is clear, . 
the ſame DoAtine was not preached by the Evangeliſt, chat was by 
the Paſtor or DoRtor ; nor did they preach to the ſame people, or 
jn the ſame place, as men dream. 2 Cor.10.16. the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
another mans life, which he would not boaſt of, that is, other mans 
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Miniſtery, G2 m__— 


- Dionyſins Ep. Tito, divides the Miniſtery into N'utriens, Reno- 
vans, Perficiens Miniſterinm, 

In his Eccleſ, Hierarch. Poxtificalis ordo non perficere ſolum, ve- 
rum & illuminare & purgare novit, 

Sacerdotum vero virtus habet in ſe , illuminantem & purgantem, 

Verum qui inferiores ad preſtantiora tranſire nequennt, propterea 
quod fas illis non eſt ad iſtjuſmods profilire ſuperbiam. 

o* Tertul. de Exhort. Caſtitatss. 
$; habes jus Sacerdetis in temetipſa ubi neceſſe eſt habeas, oportet 
etiam diſciplinam Sacerdotss nb1 neceſſe fit habere jus Sacerdotis ; Dis 

' gamius T inguts, Digamw offers, quanto mags, &c. of this more fully 
in my Letters ſent to the Aſſembly, printed. 


7. And then by degrees, as believers were fitted, they were paſſed 
from one Miniſtery to the other moreperfeR Miniſtery, 
Dionyſu cap. 5. Eccleſ. Hiſto. 


 Iſta quidems Sacroſantta Lex eſt, ut per primam & ſequentiam ad 


auguſtiſſimam illins ſubvehamur lucem, idera ibid. cap. 2. Rudis ex 
ſeipſo non ſtatim continenter banc cupiet, vero ſenſim ac per gradus ad 
priora ſemper & digniora 4s ad exccllentiora conſcendit,ficg, perfeftns 
ad ſupremum illum tandem aivinumg, ordinem grads proficiente ſub- 
vehetur. (lem. Alex. Lib. 3. Pedag. 

 CHMalta per enigmata, multa per parabolas quog, poſſunt prodeſſe its 
qui in ea incidunt : ſed non eft meum inquit pedagogie hac decere, ſed 
magiſtro ad (anita verba exponenda opus habemus, ad quem nobis 
eundam eſt ; & jam quidem tempus eſt mihi ceſſand; 4 pedogogia, vo- 
bu autem audiend; Magijtrum ; cum ts autens vos acceperit, in bona 
diſciplina eduftos edocebit eloquia. 

1. Hence it is clear, one Miniſtery ended in the other, and fitted 
for the other, and none taught the others DoAtrine. 

2, Here Magiſtrum is put for Paſtorem ; he taught the DoArine 
of Milk in his Pedagogns, which was the Teachers office, isclear. 

T ertul. de Reſurreft.carnts. 

Num & homo interior hic #tig, renovari habebit per ſuggeſtum ſpi- 
ritus, proficiens fide & diſciplina die ac die ; non illic, id eſt, non poſt 
reſurrettionem, ubi non #tig, die ac die renovare habemus, ſed ſemel ad 
ſummumn. : | 

1.He ſhews the renovation of the inward man ſpoken of,is to be in 
this life, 

2. That 
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2. That itis to be day by day, 
3. It is by a proficiency in Faith. 

4. This proficiency of . Faith muſt have with it alſo a proficiency 
inDiſcipline day by day miniſtred tot, that it may grow in Faith 
accordingly. 

Clem. Alex. Lib.7. illuſtrates this by a ſweet Simile, Atg, adeo 
#ſq, ad nos ipſos alis ſub alios ſunt collocati, quomods ergo vel minima 
pars ferri una monetur ſpiritu lapidis magnetzs, extenſa per multos an- 
nulos ferreos ; ita etiam qui ſunt virtute prediti, Domino ſpiritu at- 
tratti, cum prima manſione conjunguntar, deinceps autem aliinſq, ad 

OJFYeEmam. 

Thi ſeventh Book I ſuppoſe was written to perfet men ; and 
ſignifieth, that ſome are placed in the firſt Order, others of the ſe- 
cond, even to our ſelves of the third Manſion : therefore as a ſmall 
piece of Iron moved by the ſpirit of a Load-ſtone, drawn through 
many ſmall Iron Rings ; ſo alſo they that are indued with vertue, 
are drawn by the Lords Spirit, when they are joyned in the firſt 
Manſion, then to the other, unto the third and laſt Manſion. 

- Aclearer proof of the praftice of the Church, I ſuppoſe, cannot 


*  bebrou ht, by which the Church-Government is to be exerciſed 


amonglt us ; and before this be done, it is unpoſlible that the Saints 
ſhould thrive by any means miniſtred unto them in that confuſed way 
of Antichriſtian Diſcipline amongſt us at preſent. 
Dionyſius Areop. cap. 6. p. prima, the whole Chapter ſhews this. 
Theſe three Minilteries, and their ſeveral operations, are in an im- 
perfe&t maner, according to the imperfeReſtate of the Church, thus 


rouched by Tertxl. de Corona. 


Alia eſt conditio, &c. nt illorum quos Johannes admittebat ad la- 
vacrum , ut centurionem fideliſſimorum quos Chriſtus probat, ques 
Petrms (atechizat. 

In this there is a threefold at given to theſe three, which are to be 
exercifed by the Miniſtery to every Chriſtian, Catechizing, Baptizing, 
and the approbation of the Evangeliſt in Baptizing, Hence 1gnatizes 
Ep. to Philadelp. That none ſhould be Baptized without the appro- 
bation of the Biſhop, Non licer ſine Epiſcopo baptizare. 

In the ſame Epiltle he divides the threefold Society thus ; 

Sine ipſis eccleſia elelta non eſt, the Evangelilt. 

Neg, Coliefttio Sanftorum, the Paſtors. 

Neg, Congregatio Santa, the DoRors Society. 


And 


And to this purpoſe it is, that the Apoſtfes call in the Goſpel 
thoſe miniſtred in the Goſpel with them, Fellow-laborerr, co-Wworker-, 
wxd helpers in the Goſpel ; the one Catechizing the people withour, 
che other admitting them into the Church, by Baptiſm ; another, 


exhorting, and exerciſing their gifts to fit them for that Miniſtery, 


Cyp. Ep. 10. hb, 3. A primordio Epiſcopatue mei ſtataerim ſine 
confilio veſtre, id eft, Compreſbyterornm, & ſine conſenſu pleb1s, med 
privatims ſententia gerers mhil. 
| Dionyſins cap. 2. Eocleſ, Hierarch, 

Deinde Sacros emnes gradus ſibi cooperentnr, Cc. 

Of: (ib. 1. Ep. 4. calls Felix and Sabinns, Coepiſcops ; and after, 
nod & fattum videms in Sabini College noſtrs ordinatione ; the 
word Calega is. the fame with Parls wepyis: and though it is 
thought that choſe Coeps/cops, aword fit for the whole Church Mi 
niſtery, were Biſhops of diverſe- Societies; eſpecially reading in o- 
ther of his Epiſtles, where he is faid to have many Colleagues, which 
may be corruptions inſerted. by the Papilts.:: Thus we ſee what cor- 
ruptions are in /gxatins Epiſtles, multitudes of officers and offices 
inſerted, that were never thought -0n; and fo. in Cyprians much 
more. 

Lib. 3. Ep. 9. he ſpeaks of his own Colleagues and Rogations 
alſo: It ismy opinion, That no Book extant is more corrupted, 
then Cypriansgof his time, forthe Church was ſtrangely corrupred ; 
he yer in —_ things retains ſome Ptinciples of the true Chntch, 
and wrote more clearly of them: then orhers of histime ; though I 
confeſs, after the Two hundred years, the face of the Church was ſo 
changed, as that it was not to be known about which titne he lived : 
andit.is pla; he retained the Apoſtles term, which few after him do, 
and it were [trangeif he did no more bur that.. 

Here ſuppoſe it will not be unneceflary to ſet down-an Anſwer, 
uſually made by many,to thoſe enquire the Reaſon, Why the Church- 
85 are not conſtituted as they were in the Apoſtles, rnd immediately 
after z they ſay, The Church was then in its Infancy, which was the 
onely grand ground of Apoſtacy, at the firſt, of men from the truth, 
as if the firſt form in the Goſpel-were not the beſt, and the patern 
for futuretimes, as Moſes patern in the Mount for him. 

eAmbroſe on Epheſ. 4. eAt wbs autem omnia loca cireumplexa 
eſt eccleſia, Conventicma ſunt conftitnta, & reftores.& cateraofficia 
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in eccleſizs ſunt ordinata, ut mellns de elevo anderet qui ordinatus won 
eſſet, pr eſumere »fficinm quod [ciret now fibi ereditum vel conveſſum, 
&F Cepit alia ordine & providentia gubernari eccleſia. | 

More then this need not be faid ro prove the pradtiee of the then 
Church, and how then of the after Churches, and the Churches for 
ſome time before, upon this Atheiſtical Antichriltian drobein 
the form totally ſubverted; ſo that the form of Church-Governtnent 


_ then and for ſome time befaxe, cannot be bronght to prove, or war- 


rant any now, the true form of the Goſpel being deftroyed ; nar 
was it ſcarce known which was indeed the hiding of the Church ; no 
wonder if it bea hidden thing to ns : he farthin this place, Onmes 
docebavut, omnes baptizabant, he ſaith, They obſerved not the time, 
nor faſted before Baptiſm, nor had Peter any Deacons at {orneline 
houſe to Baptize , asif the Deacons office was onely to Baptize, he 
not minding that ſome of the ſeven may be rvith him and Baprize ; 
m all which he corruptly quarrels with the Apoſtles praQtice, asif 


- they had found a better form to ferve God by, then that of the Go- 


ſpel ; which the Biſhops of the times preceding did corre,and like 


'+ the carnal Gentfles, ſeeking to be wiſe, became fools ; and like the 


foaliſh woman in the Proverbs, pniFd down the Houſe of God with 
both their hands, and worſe then ſhe, fer up a Cage for unclean birdy 
of their own, prediAedby Zech.s. $, 9. - Bat of thisin its place. 
Ionatines Ep.to Policarpms, He writing to Policarprms, mentions 
the Presbytery, and ſarth, Una /aborate, inter vos mnna certate, nnd 
omrrite, &e. ut diſpenſatorts,& aſſeſſorer, + miniſtri Des. Inthe word 
Diſpencers, the admiſſion of members to Ordinances isfignified ; in 
Aﬀeſſors, their Government in general intended ; m Minitters, their 


cea ; 
8, The Church was governed by thefe three conjundtly in 
Eccleſiaſtical things. | 

Ignatius to Trallir, &veyeior iv 553v-cougrey TUETS 190 Ty 410%0Ts tindey 
Te/Tay Vudc. dNN Varma x) Me Tye fBuTSeig ws a mono Ina7 NewT, = 
It isneceſlary, whatever ye do,ye go thout nothing (that isof Ec. 
ceſialtical pubhhke concernment)) without the Biſhop; bor atfo, that 
ye ſubmit ro the Presbyrery, as to the Apoſtles of Jefns'Chritf, In 
theſeisthe Church rrmePresbytery; ancly and alone theſe the Sy= 
nod and Colledge of Miniftery is exiſtent, and itt none other. Other 

Authority's Antichriſtian, and tends to oppreifion of the Saints. 
T ertmll, inthe forecited placed Exhortatione Caftiratis, Honor 
per 


per ordinis tonſeſſum ſanftificatus, adeo nbi non eſt eccleſiaftici ordinis 

conſeſſms,e3 Offers, & Tinguis, & Sacerdes,c+c. before he faith theſe” 

have Eccleſie autthoritas,the Church authority, 

This is ( onſeſſs Eccleſieſtici ordinis cvvidpuy and any other Eccle- 
| fiaſtical convent,then this Juridical is not according to the Primitive 
| Church and Goſpel-frame ; this was the true Presbytery, and all 0- 
| * ther then theſe are ſpurious and falſe. 

Il * Tothis well agreeth that of Aat.18.19. that if two of you agree 
| onearth, &c. The Church, while it was according to the Goſpel in- 
ſtitution,governed by theſe three, it was called, 7 he pillar and ground 
of Truth ; but when that fell, and Minilters of other Societies ruled, 
thencame the corruption of the Church, the Lord not approving of 

- them, as is well obſerved in the Preface of the Bibles written To the 
Reader, printed in King James's days: yet for all that, the learned 
knew, That certain worthy men have been brought to untimely death 
for no other. fault, but for ſeeking to reduce. their conntrey-men to 
good order and diſcipline ; and that in fome Common-weals it was 
made a capital crime, once to motion the making of a new Law, for 

| the abropating of an old, though the ſame were molt pernicious; and 
| that certain which would be accounted pillars of the State, and pa- 

[] terns of vertue and prudence, could not be brought for a long time to. 

give way to good letters and refined ſpeech, but bare themſelves as 

averſe from them,as from Rocks and boxes of Poyſon : And he was 

no babe, viz. FAS Theol. but a great Cley. that gave forth, and in 
writing to polterity (in paſſion peradventure) That he had not ſeen 

| any profit to come by any Synod or Mecting of the Clergy, but.ra- 
ther the contrary. By ſaying it, was in paſſion, was a good plailter 
for ſuch a dangerons ſore. He ſhews what the Councels before him, 
he living about 380. did ; and indeed God ordained, That not many 
together, but ſeven men of ſeveral ages, ſignified by the ſeven Angels, 
are onely to reſtore the faln Church. 

Hieron. 1 (ap. ad Titum. faith, When Presbyters governed, Eccle- 
fie cura equaliter inter plures dividebatur. 

To this may be applyed that of Eg:ipps, cited by Euſebins, Una 
cum eFpoſtolis ſuſcepit Eccleſiam adnin ftrandam frater Domini Ja- 
cobus, qui, juſtus ab omnibus cognominatus.. This, was underſtood of 
Peter and ohn, Gal, 2. 9. and: not of all the Apoltles : Pax/ and 

| Barnabas miniſtred. to the Gentiles; James the leſs was ſlatn, before 

he took this Government, by Herod: So that it is without in 
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here is onely meant the three Apoſtles, who were auapiofturepr, as 
Peter calls himſelf, r Per.6.1. according to the form of Governmetit 
in the other Goſpel Churches, they being not differing one frorti an- 
other in form of Government, Jeruſalem being the patern or mo- 
ther Church. This Book is faid to contain Apoſtolical Traditions,but 
is loſt, and a counterfeic left in its place, Nicephor. £ccl. Hiſt. L.3.c.26; 
9. As thy Miniſters, ſo the People were diſtinguiſhed, 
AnthanaſinsCites Theognoſtus in his Trat.de verbus Evang. Matthes 
.Cap.2. ver. 3I. quicung, dixerit, &c. Oni ſemel atg, iterum terminas 
pretergreſſus oft, minus feret ſnpplicis ; qui vero tertio contempſerit, 
nullam veniam conſequi poteſt, | | 

Here, by the bounds of the Church, I underſtand the threefold So- 
cieties of the Saints ; under the third whereof, if any contemned, 
there was no pardon. 

eAthanaſins primum & ſecundum terminss appellat Catecheſin, hoc 
eſt initiationems de patre &- filio; tertinm vero qui eſt in conſummatione 
myſteriorum , & ſermone ; qi traditny in communicatione ſpirits. 

This (ſhews the Government was much hid in Arhanaſix time ; he 
faith, Catechizing was initiation, which was not ; but in Baptiſm un- 
der the Doctors Miniſtery was initiation, and not under the Cate- 
chiſts Miviſtery : And then he faith, In Catechizing were to be un- 
derſtood the two firſt bounds, which was but one part of Miniſtery, 
and that not of the Church neither ; without doubt Theognoſftm al- 
Iudes to that of the Apoſtle, Heb.s. 4,5,6. 

He is more clear in that which followeth,Yeram ex his nequ 
aliquss dicere poteris, quod deftrina ſpiritns excellentior fit dotrina 
filis, (ed filins ſeſe dimittat ad imbecillitatem imperfeftorum, ſpiritus 
autem ſignaculum eſt eorum qui perfett; ſunt: proinde non irremiſſibi= 
tis & in.ondonabilu eft blaſphemia in firitum, quod ſpiritns major eft 
filio, fed quad imperfettis detur venia, 415 vero qui guſtavernnt calefte 

, qwigz perfefti ſunt , nulla relinquatar ad veniam excuſatio, 
aut pene excuſatio. 

1. Here are three bounds expreſſed 'of the Charch. 

2. In theſe the Saints are divided according to their gifts, in one 
the imperfe&, the other the perfe?I, 

3. In Arhayſius time theſe bouhds were deſtroyed. 

' 4. Heallades theſe three Manſzors rothe Frinicy,making that the 
groind of them, as the orher before... - 
Dionifous diſtinguyherh them by theſe names, Rudrs;plmrinats, per- 
D Simil, 
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Simil. Herm.g. Omnes enim infantes honorati ſunt apud Dominum, 
e& prims habentur; and after, Hi omnes candidi juvenes ſunt, qui credi- 
derunt & qui credituri ſunt, ex eodem enim genere ſunt. Ke 

And being a Paſtor, mentions not the ſociety of Fathers, alluding 
to 1 70h.2.14. unleſs the copy be corrupted, or they cloſely intended 
#* lapidibus rotundis,of theſe he faith, Hi omnes de candido monte ſunt. 

Tertul. de Preſcrip. Heret. (hewing how the Hereticks by their 
wiles corrupted the Church, faith, De /eripturis agunt, C& de ſcriptu- 
ris ſuadent ; and after, in ipſo vero congreſſu firmos quidem fatigant, 
infirmos capiunt, medios cum ſcrupulo dimittunt. 

Clemens ſaith of the children or Doors Society, Non enim nos 
pueri & infantes appellati ſumus, quod fit puerilis & contemmenda ne- 
ſtra diſciplina, ut nos calumniati ſunt qui inflati ſunt ſcientia, 

Strom, |. 1. Parvali ergo ſunt etizm philoſophi, niſs a Chriſto vir 
funt,he calls them, Primogeniti qui deſcripts in celis ſunt, becaule their 
Names written after Baptiſm in the Church Rolls, alluding to that 
Heb.12.23. He calls the other Church members, youth and perfet 
men, Germani and amici Dei, Athlete, perfetti Dei alumni. 

Vatablus, Plal, 84.8. Deturma ad turmam,gde cumulo ad cumulam, 
vel de caterya ad catervam, comparebit quiſq, eorum apud Deum,cc. 
id eft, ad ſingulas catervas accedent, ut audiant laudes Dei, wel ibunt 
termatim donec videant D eum,Cc. vel apparuerint coram eo mn Sion, 
ac ſs diceret, nunquam quieſcent dovec pervenient ad T emplum ipſum, 
nbi Deus ſuper arcam confficitur. Dnidam vertunt, thunt de virtute 
2 virtutem, videbitur Dems in Sion : als, de doArina in doArinam, 
wel deacademia in academiam, 5d e#, creſcet illornms dottrina adeo ut 
wnnſquiſg, videat eam in ecclefia : aut creſcet donec perveniant ad pen- 
feftam Dei netitiam. DoGtor:s mags placet illa verſio , de virtute in 
virtutem, ad et, Colleftis inde novs viribns donec appareat ills Domi- 
45 in Sien, Without queſtion in theſe words the Goſpel-Govern- 
ment isaymed at, and ſweetly ſet out, when things ſhall be made 
more clear unto us. 

Clem.Lib.7.S$trom. p.811. Mihi quidem videtur eſſe prima quadam 
falutarts mutatio que fuit a Gentibus ad fidem, nt prius dixi, ſecunda 
of a fide in cognitionem 3 illa vero trajiciens ad charitatem ; a three- 

old change clearly expreſt, as in words they may, and that matter 
and way by which, and unto which, as excellently ſet down. 

Dionyſins cap. 6, Eccleſ. Hiſtor. ſeems to mention a ceremonial 
praftice in uſe in the Church, at. the changing of Societies , by a 
SC 
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change of Garments, alluding unto Cobeff. 3. 10, 12, 19, 

Prioris autem veſtis poſitio, alterinſq, aſſumptio, migrationem il- 
lam 4 media vita (licet eta) ral pops  ſognificat ; ficut in Divi- 
na regeneratione promotionem inaicabat 4 pirgata vita ad contemplan. 
tem, illuminantemg, habitwm illa veſts condentis immutatio. | 

Clem. Strom. lib.7. p.$17. Swnt enim quomodo Gymmnics certgmini- 
bus, ita etiam in eccleſia corone virorum ( puerorum. | 

Dr. Field obſerves, there were in ancient Rome, certain Churches 
called Baptiſmal Churches,becauſe in them onely Baptiſm was origi- 
nally miniſtred, and not in all. 73d. Potter,of 666.cap.17- p.114. 

Clem. lib.7. p.81c. Cum ceſſaverint quidem 4 purgatione, ceſſave« 
rint etiam ab alio miniſterio, && ſic ſit ſanttum && iter ſanttos: deinds 
115 qui ſunt mundo corde per proximam Domino adheſionem perpetue 
contemplationi permanet reſtitatie. 

eAmbroſe, 1 Tim.3.12. When the Church was taking her leave of 
the world, ſets down the full Eccleſiaſtical Officers, called by 1gna- 
tins fitly ave wes mprofuripuy , Which is more then any ſince, that L 
have read, have done. | 

Nunc autem ſeptem Diaconos eſſe oportet aliquantos Preſbyteros,ut 
bini ſint per eccleſias, & unus in civitate Epiſcopus : in which he ſhews 
what the Eccleſiaſtical officers, in every Goſpel Church, ought to be 
at the departure of the Chnrch, he living about 380. as which he 
ſheweth are tobe ſeven Deacons, two Presbyters, and one Biſhop 
inacity. & 

Ambroſ. on 1 Cor.14.31. Te may all Propheſie one by one ; ſhews, 
how they were diſtinguiſhed in their general Meetings in their maner 
of ſitting, which Meetings by Diony/6x is fitly called Synaxs. 

Hec traditio Synagoge eſt ,quam vos vult ſeftari ; quia Chriſtianis 
quidem ſcripfit, ſed ex Gentibus fattis, non a Fudeis : ut ſedentes die 
ſputent ſemores dignitate (not in age) in Cathearis, ſequentes in ſuh- 
ſellits, noviſſimi in paviments, ſuper Mattas, quibus i revelatum fue- 
rit dandum locum dicendi precepit, nec deſpiciendos, quia membra cor- 
ports ſunt, 

This is a Tradition of the Synagogue, which he will have us to fol- 
low, becauſe he hath written it to Chriſtians, but done of the Gen- 
tiles, not of the Jews ; That'the Seniors in dignity ſhould diſpute fir- 


_ tingin Chairs, thoſe next them on Forms, the laſt upon Matson the 


the pavement ; to whom, if any thing were revealed, he requireth 
that they ſhould have leave to ſpeak , and not to be deſpiſed becauſe 
they are members of the body. > bay 1. He 
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1. He coofeſſh this order of placing members in this their general 
Chutch-meeting, to be derived from the Jewiſh Synagogue ; but the 
exerciſe eye required of the Gentiles was fuch, as the Jews in their 
Synagogues praQtiſed not. | 

2. He proves ſufficiently this ofc to be the Chriſtian Church pra- 
ice, becauſe written to the Gentiles. 

3. Hereare onely three ſorts of people mentioned ; the firſt where- 
of are Seniors, yet not /enetZure, but dignitate, not in age, but dig- 
nity ; the laſt ſort, fome of them that fare on Maps, may be of fuller 
age then thoſe fate in Chairs : This being one of the diſtinRions 
made by Clemens among the Church members, Dignitatibes, p. 
and theſe are Elders indeed, and no man is to defpi ſe their youth, 
but honor them for their gifts ſake. Now this being the means they 
had to try the ability of their members, to fit them for the ſucceeding 
Miniſtery, it was permitted to any to ſpeak ; and gives the Reaſon, 
Becauſe they are members : by which he ſhews theſe were none, but 
ſuch as were of Church communion. 

Ap. Of this may be fitly chis, That asin the natural man there 
are differing ſtatures,according to which tnen are differenced and ho- 
nored ; ſo 1n the Spiritual there are differing ſtatures, according to 
which, Chriſt hath in the Goſpel differenced them, and appointed 
ther ſo to be in the Church, 

2. It ſheweth, Flefs and blood ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God; 
ſo that men cannot inherit it by prerogatives thence, or accordingly 
thefeunto (ders /ermo) or in conſideration of any thing thereof : 
Man, as natural, hath nothing to do therein at all, 

3. Hencethe condition propounded to all, old and yong, rich and 
—_ is, That unleſs w_ come as little children, fit among them, 

arn attion? ther, &c, 
of Chriſt, as of Adam, they cannot enter the kingdom of heaven, 
that is, the Churches Society, 1 Cer.15.49. he that cannot deny him- 
ſelf in this, is not fit for the kingdom, 

That we may ſee weare not left onely to this Traditional Expo- 
ſition onely, but that we have Divine Authority more fully to con- 
firm the ſane by, ſee Zames 2. ver. 1,7. 

The Objetionsare many againſt this, the Scriptures abounds with 
as many Anſwers. The ObjeRions may be reduced to two chief heads. 

1, Do ye thigk old men will be made children, and fit with chil- 
dren, and endufe to fit with them 2 OA 

2. Wi 


ring the image of the heavenly Infancy - 
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2. Will rich men fit on Mats, _ IEA fit in Chairs what 
diſhonor were this to greatneſs ? | 

1. This is one thing makes the entrance into the Kingdom fo dif- 
ficult, Luke 18. 17. Matth. 19.23. 

2. God reſpeRs not any mans perſon for his greatneſs. 

3. It is according to the will of God, that goodneſs in his preſence 
ſhould be honored, not riches. 

4. Hence the richeſt man of the world cannot be Chriſts diſcipley 
unleſs he thus deny himſelf. | 

But eo the Scripture, James 2.1. » 

1. It is neceflary to let you know, That this Epiltle was written 
to men out of Church'ſociety, as this we are in, whoſe meetings the 

Church Order or Diſcipline was not obſerved, in which greatneſs, 
not goodneſs, was looked on. 

2. The Apoltle reproves this corruption in the Jews, and telly 
them, This was an injury offered to the faith of Chrilt, which is wor- 

' thy of more honor then any thing elſe, and make a man more ho+ 
. norable before God, though not before the world. | 
3. Heſhewsin Church Diſcipline, no reſpeRof perſons is of God 

to be permitted. 
| 4+ That in Church-meetings, before God: onely, faith is had in 
« eſteem; and to be honored ſo, that the way of the Church, and of 

God, are quite contrary to the world and our Church-way, which is 
according to the world, and not the word. 

Ver.2. 1. He ſhews in whom it was done,in two men exemplarily, 

2. Where it was done, and that was, in their Synagogue. 

3- How it was, and that was, by placing one in a place of note, a 
chair, and the other on the Mat at his footftool. 

4. For what the one hath his good place, and that is, for his Ap- 
parel, and gold Ring ; and the other is placed meanly, becauſe he 
have no better clothes. 

I. In which God reproves all carnal reſpeR in Spiritual things, 
either to diſeſteem the godly, becauſe poor, or to honor others in 
the Church, becauſe rich. 

Here let no man think, that I write this to ſhadow the greatneſs 
or Authority of any in the Common-weal, to whom God com- 
mands (for conſcience) obedience of his people, they having their 
Authority and Inſtitution from God, for the good, peace and weal 
of the State in which we live, Gare 

"20 | Fer. 
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Ver.4. God condemns them for partiality: and, 
Ver.5. Oppoſes the riches of the Saint,to the natural mans riches, 
- and ſaith, He is rich in faith, far exceeding worldly goods ; and tells 
them , They are alſo choſen of God, though they condem them, 
and imply, That it is a grievous thing before God, in Gods houſe to 
ſer np earthly glory, and depoſe that that is the glory of the king- 
dom, which thing is not according to God nor godlineſs : And then 
tells them, The poor are heirs of the kingdom, and that the place and 
honor thereof may belong to them as to. any other, and to take it 
from him, is to rob him of his inheritance, as to take a rich mans 
poſſcfſions were to rob him. o 

Ver.7. Heſhews them their error, by repreſenting the ungodly 
practice of graceleſs great men ; and thence ſhews how unfit they 
were to be honored in the Church : 1.They were perſecutors of thoſe 
believers, drawing them before Judgement: ſeats. 2.They blaſphemed 
that worthy name by which they were called, by railing againſt, ac- 


cuſing and condemning Godlineſs to the world; 1.As to the Church, * 
that they give honor to none in the Church, until they have that in . 


them makes them honorable , for the honor in the Church cometh 
from God firſt, 2.Not to diſhogor God or Godlineſs in a poor man 
for his poverty. 3.To Chriſtians,not to imitate the Phariſees in their 
corruptions, by ſeeking to have the chief places in Synagogues, but to 
be content with that place Chriſt the Lord of the Church ſhall place 


thee in. Iris illuſtrated Zeke 14.8, 10.,when called to a wedding(that - 


i, to the Society of Chriſt in the Goſpel) fiz not down is + Tpon- 
xa1oiay in the chief place, v. 10. but fit down 4s + #qamy Tomy the 
lowelt, leſt one more honorable then thou, &c., I believe, that were 
the Jewiſh cuſtoms known better of us then they are, many Goſpel 
myſteries would be unfolded, which now are hid : the variety of 
words imply a diverſity of matter intended, as zamx219is, 4rdmory, 
xa40i2v,7Tomv, by which God reveals, that we without the Jews ſhall 
not be made perfect, God will again come to honor that people to 
the world in theſe and many other things : But the Scripture ſhews, 
That a man mult firſt fit in the loweſt place, and continue there until 
called higher ; that is, to the higher means of grace, when he ſhould 
have honor of all. I may fay of this Scripture, as the Apoſtle of an- 
other, Doth God take care of Oxen ? ſo doth God take care of feaſt. 
ing ; onely here in feaſting was but the bark, the Church order, the 
pith, though I do not fay ; but it ſerves to direRt men in that _ 
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which is as the (hell to the kernel. Jam. 1.9. makes a ſweet applitati- 
on of theſe things to the poor, That though they were poor in the 
world, yet by grace came to be exalted above worldly advancements. 
Ver.1o. the rich they arc exhorted to rezoyce, in that rhey are made 
low, that they have a heart to become children, to ſee grace in a poor 
Saint, ſer up above greatneſs in himſelf, and his heart not oppole it ; 
For its hard for arich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven: and, 
1 Cor. 1. Not many rich, not many wiſe, 8c. ſo that the mercy is the 
greater to thoſe rich men are called, and thus indowed with an hum- 
ble minde, and nature thus overcome in them by grace. 

1 (or. 15.41. Tertxl. in his book de Reſurretione carnis, applyeth, 
There ts one glory of the ſun, another of the moon, another of the ſtars, 
tothe differing eſtates of the Saints in the Church; but if not to them, 
if to the Saints in heaven,it ſhews that there's an agreement between 


Manſion, of men, ſhine as the Sun, thoſe of the ſecond, of youth, as 
the Moon, thoſe of the firſt, as Stars : Whence is great matter of en- 
couragement to be miniſtred to men to grow in grace,and tocontend 
for perfeCtion in the Church for this life, for that ro come, whereas 
in our Societies there is none at all. 

Tertal.in the ſame book hath excellently diſtinguiſhed them, had 
not the enemies of truth labored to obſcure it, ſaying, Non omni cars 


| the glory of Saints in heaven, and thoſe incarth ; thoſe of the third 


ol eft eadem care, non ad denegandum [nbſtantie commynionem.ſed prero- 


gative perequationem, corpus honoris non generis in different iam redi- 
7- gens, in hoc & fignrata ſubjicit exempla animalium & elementorum, 
alia caro homins, id eſt, ſervi Dei qui vere homo eſt, alia Jumenti, id 
eſt, Ethnici, de quo propheta, Adſimilatus eſt homo irrationalibus }u- 
mentss : alia caro volucrnm, id eft, Martyrum, alia caro piſcinm, id 
eft, quibus aqua baptiſmatss ſufficit. 

Here Caro volucrum (ſhould be for Martyrum (uvenum ) for 
Tertwl. applyeth it to the differing eſtate of the general Church Soci- 
eties, and then the compariſon ſweetly agrees with the Church and 
the world Ethnick,; to which it is compared-; but the words fol- 
lowing abundantly clearit, Ad diſciplinam totam hoc dirigit (now 
Martyrdom pertains not to Church diſcipline) «t hic dicat portandam 
imaginem Chriſti in ifta carne in juſto tempore diſcipline. Mark it 
well, in jult time of diſcipline, applying to the times of infancy, of 

outh, and Chriſtian man- Rr I4d to the order of Chriſtian di- 
Eplide in the Church,and not-natural growth. Again, for the ma- 
 nifeſtatiog. 
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nifelation'of the ſtudy NG 6.) theſe children of. Brrgr te 
pervert the right ways of God, for which they had leave of God to 
accompliſh his own purpoſe, for the hiding of the Church, and proves 
the way to be the true way, becauſe they endeavored ſo much to 
hide it. | 
Tertul. de preſcr. Heret. Quid ergo fi Epiſcopms, ſi Diaconu, fi vi- 
dua, fi virgo,fi Doftor,fi etiam Martyr lapſmns a regula fuerit ? ideo he- 
reſes veritatem videbunt#$#obrinere ? ex perſons probammu fidem, an 
ex fide perſonas ? 1. Here is vidua and Diaconw, before DeFor ; and 
in ſtead of Paſtor, virgo put in, a meer plain Popiſh foilt, and no wa 
countenanced of the truth, 2. I ſuppoſe, as virgo, ſo Martyr is alſo 
added , to make the confuſion the greater : For how can a man be a 
Martyr, as that word is uſually taken,and fall from the Rule; in which 
is to be ſeen, how unprofitable the writing of the Ancients are in 
themſelves, what diligent care is to be taken in them, and how uſe. 
teſs without the Word unto us. 3. If this be not afſented to; how can 
the whole Church officers be mentioned in this place, as intended by” 
the Author ? ſo that there is a putting in and patting out, and inver- 
fion of order clearly ſeen init : and this was praftiſed before Tertul- 
lians days, but much more after, appears by the Obteſtation placed. 
by Hyrenem, at the,end of a book, now lolt, Adjuro te qui tranſcri- 
bis librum iſtum per Dominum Jeſum Chriſtum, & per glorioſam ejus 
adventum, quo jualicaturus eft vivos & mortuos, ut conferas poſtquam 
tranſcripſerts, Cf emendes illum ad exemplar unde ſcripfiſts diligen= 
tiſſime, hanc quog, obteſtationem” ſimiliter transferas ut jurvenitti in 
exemplari. | 
I 0, Now that the people were thus in Miniſtery,and places ordina- 
rily divided, and at the adminiſtration of the Sacraments 
were to meet together, 1'Cor. 11.20. appears, 
Ignatius Ep. to Philadelp. 
Unns etiam panu pro omnibus confrattus et, & wnus calix totins 
eccleſie. | 
That this Epiſtle is ancient, appears from the allowance of the 
Cupto the whole Church. 
Clem. Alex. tells, Thoſe were newly ingrafted into the Church, 
they were nor to enjoy mean things, onely as they looked'on'them. 
At vero augnitior illa unins ejuſdemg, & panis & Calicts communis 
pacifita que communiogconcordie ills ut fratribus nna edutatisDivinas 
ſtatnit leges, | 7 | | 


_ Dionyſus 


—_— 
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ew ſou Only ſhews the manner how it was to he communica- 

ted to the members of the ſeveral Societies cap. 3.: de Eccl. Hitt. 

Elementi/que (which are the Sicramental bread and wine) i#:u« 

ad inferiara & ſecunda proceſſus, finem facit divisiorem, ad pri- 
ma & principaliora redditum, 

1- Hereare three Societies expreſſed in the inferiour, ſecond 


_ and firſt, 2. With hiselements of bread and wine he comes to 


the children, and. then proceeds to the ſecond, the young men ; 
and returning, ends at the firſt and moreyprincipall Society of Fa- 
thers. How full and cleer this teſtimony is, I leave to all ts 
jadge, ſeeing it is the childrens bread, but not the Catechumers, 
they were not baptized, nor had any part in the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper. 

11, That the ſeverall Societies under the ſeverall Miniſters 

were one Church, appears. 

Ignat. Ep.5..2d Philadelph. 

Gaudinm ſempiternum eſt C ſingulare, maxime iis qui ſunt in 
unum cum Epiſcopo, cum Preſbyteris & Diaconis probatis in ve 
luntate Dei Patris, per Dominum feſum Chriſtum. { In ununs, 
that is, in #num corpus, in one body. ”- 

This order was glanced at by Baf/.de Sp. Santt. but I doubt not 
practiſed in the Church he living about 37c. 

Profetto ſtulti C omnino infantilis animi, eſt pueriq; cuirevera 
lafte opus eft, ignorare magnum illud pra of waa ſalutis, quod 
guemadmodum dottores facere ſolent in inſtituendis diſcipulis ; ita 
nos in exercitatione pieratis, dun ad perfettionem inducimnr, pri- 
mum perceptu facilioribus ac noſtro modulo congruentibus, ad in- 
comprehenſibilem ſcientiam paulatins introdutti fuimus, &c. then 
after gives the reaſon, »e protinus ſpeftacule pure lucis offenſs cali- 
gATEMMs. 

Gregor. Niſſen 380 Az. de orat. pauper, 

Duemadmodum bi pueros t yarentum manibus ſuſceptos aahue uns 
fames &- balbutientes, nou protinus abditis diſciplinarum 'preceptiont- 
bus ener avt ; ſed primo literarnm formas inſculpunt in certs, earymque 
nomina declarant, & ipſorum manus per impreſſos illos literarum dn* 
Bus agunt, exercent mox illos,ad copnitionem ſylabarunns pervehunt, 

we ua deinceps ad verborum Kenty Prarreont Com ; fit etiam Ec. 
clefie duces initio documenta quedam que ſunt inſtar elementorum an 
ditoribuss proponnnt :*Deincepr, gradatim ea que perfeftiora mag: /que 

.recondita ſunt patefaciunt. E Jerom 


| (26) - Rr 
- Terem Ep, to Marcel» ſhews a ſtrange confuſion t6 be in his 
time inthe government of the Church, An 37. 

Epiſcopms tertins eſt apud Montaniſtas, babent primos de Pepuſa 
Phrygia Patriarchar, ſecundos quos Canones appellant ; atque ita in 
tertrum, id eſt, pene ultimum locum Epifcops devolyuntur. And then 
after Of the Biſhops (who among the Montaniſts were degraded) 
thus, Locum Apoſtolorum texent apud nor. | 

Which ſhews, 1. In theſe times ſome Churches retained -ſome 
more likeneſſe of the Goſpel form then other, though the true 
form was not obſerved by Ferom. 2. It is like ſome Church 
might retain the true form inthoſe times, but condemned for He- 
reticks and Schiſmaticks, they not obſerving the Decrees of the 
Councels of theſe times. 

The Apoſtle Pawl divides the Miniſtry, as is obſerved by Am- 


broſe on the Ep. to the Rom. which is very remarkably done in his: 


Salutationto, the Romans ; whom he ſalutes not in the beginning 
of the Epiſtle as others in the other Epiſtles; bur in the laſt Chap- 
ter ; the form whereof was not changed without cauſe of note: 

1. The Evangeliſts me c<,16. ver.5.. in which he: ſalutes 
the houſe of Aguila, and the church therein. h 

Dueſt. How appears this to be the Evangeliſts Society ? 

R.1. Hecalls that Society the Church Synecdochiuss. 

2. Hecalls Aquila my helper, (not ours, as-uſually, and after 
as he ſaith of V-6a») ſignifying he did at Rome what Pax! was to 
do had he been rhere, or that he did do when he was there. 

Obj. Priſcilla is ſaid to help Paz! alſo with Aguila : there- 
fore it was. in Tent-making, not in-Church-edificarion. 

R.1. Ver.;z. They are ſaid co be his-helpers in-Chriſt. 

2. Priſcilla, as thoſe women Phil.4.3. «Tis ov my fweryysano 
owiIancat wot, which was a work required of all, Phil.1.17. with 
one ſpirit ſtriving together ;. and this was a private-per{wading of 
men or women to imbrace the dofrine Pax! taught in.publick, as 
AF. 18.16. which was not a miniſteriall work. 

3. Pas in-this would honoug Priſcilla in. Aquila ; giving ho- 
nour to her as to the weaker veſſel. 

But the chief grounds proving thisSociety to-be the Evange- 
liſts are,, 1 From thoſe hee ſalutes, which were of. that. Society 
doubtiefle,from the commendation given them for their eminency 
of gifts. Epinerms is the firſt fruits of Achats ;. Mary kboured 


much. 
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much on them ; Andronicus and Junia were in Chriſt before Pal * 
hiniſelf ; and then ſalutes Vrbas the chatechiſt, an helper with 
Aqwila, which was a member of that Society ; Apeltes approved, 
Stachys and Amplias my beloved ones. 

2. Hee comes to ſalute the other Societies, having done with 

the Evangeliſts, and begins with thoſe % 5 *AerzCias* where is 
to be underſtood for perteRing the ſenſe adtapor, that is, thoſe of 
the brethren of Ari#obulus Society, ver.10. 
3. Wer. 11. Salure thoſe of the brethren of Narciſſu mini- 
ſtry. 7 | 
ſ Thoſe from wer. 12. to 15. were members belonging to 
both Societies of Paſtor and Teacher. 

Objeft. Ver.14,15-itisfaid, Salure the Brethren With them : 
Hence the Apoſtle had no ſuch purpoſe in this place ; or there 
were no more Socteties then three in the Church of Rowe, of 
Church-Socieries. 

Reſp. The expreſſions by the Apoſtle are changed, and ſo the 
minde of the Apoſtle appears plainly to difter : in vey. 11. it is 
793 2. $/* inwer.14 and 15. 795 ow avreis, which may be under- 
ſtood of men ſerving or ſojourning with them of the diſperſed 
Saints. And afrer, ver.16. hee joyns the whole Church together 
with this, Salnte one another,With an holy kiſſe, 

Ambroſ. Rom. 16. 17. 

Narciſſus hic illo tempore Preſbyter dicitur fuiſſe, ſicut legi in 
alits codicibus, & quia preſens non erat, viderss qua cauſa eos in 
Domino ſalutet ut ſanttos qui ex ejus erant domo. Hic antem 
Narciſſus Preſbyter officio peregrins fungebatur, exhortationibus 
firmans credentes.* , 

1. His miniſtry conſiſted in exhortations ; the Paſtor's proper 
duty. 2. He faith he had it from former writings ; and therefore 
the more to be confidered, 43. Where-ever he was,they are by 
the holy Ghoſt ſaid robe his; he was to give account to God for 
them. 


Ver. 10. thoſe of Ariſtobulus. 

Iſte Ariltobulus congregator intelligitur fratrum fuiſſe in Chriſte 
credentium, cajus fattum fic probat nt ejus diſcipulos [ui ſaluta- 
tione dignos ducat. | | | 

1. He was the gatherer of the Brethren ; which conld be no c- 
ther then.the Dotors, Miniſters properly-and fitly ſo called. 

y E 2 2. Thele 
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2. Theſe Diſciples, he faith, were bekievers. 

3 They are his Diſciples. 

4. Wichonr queſtion, as Ambro/e had that of Narciſſus left 
written by ſome of the Apoſtles times or immediately after ; ſo 
he had this of, Ariffobulas. 

5. Theſe ewo with Aqui/as ſociety make up the full Church 
Miniſtry. ; 
T heophilact on thoſe of Narciſſm, 

. Hos nominatim non explicat,quia forte erant eorum quos [upra 
meminit ſimiles : alluding to the Church inthe Houſe of A- 
nila. 
F Adeod on ver. 5. ſaith, There were an Aſſembly of beleevers 
did aſſemble together at Agqsi/a's houſe; and that there were 
divers ſmall aflemblies in one City. 
Obje&. Is it to be thought the famous Church of Rowe had no 
other meeting places but private houſts.? 
Reſp. AR. 28.30. Pawltaught in Rome in his own hired houſe 
three yeers. ' | 
Fox in his Martyrologie in the life of Severus, An. 224. re- 
cords this Story, to ſhew the Chriſtians of Rowe had no Church 
bnilded, nor publick houfe quietly obtained ; becauſe the Chri- 
ſtians having gar ſome convenient place for the-afſembling of their 
Congregation (in which time it was doubtleſs much increaſed,) 
the company of Cooks or Tiplers made challenge of the place to 
belong to them :. but the matter being brought before the Empe- 
ror, he judged it more honeſt that the place ſhould ſerve forthe 
worſhip of God, bow ever it were, thento the dirty flobering of \. 
Cooks ,and Ecullions. : > 


12 El jon of © Miniſters. 


Cypr. lib.2. Ep. 11. A. 240. 
( ognoſcant & intelligant, Epiſcopo ſemel fatts, & Collegarum 
& pled; teftimonio & judicio comprobato, alinns conftitui nullo 


mode poſſe. 
Tertull. de exhort.-caſtitatis. | 
Uſque adeo nifi & Laics ea obſervent per que Prefbyteri adle- 
gener, quomode erwnt-Preſbyteri qui de Laicss adleguntar ? 
- Saith he, inſomuch, unleſs the Lay-men obſerye —_— 
r 
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for which the Presbyters are deputed ; how ſhall they be Presby 
rers that are deputed of the Laicks ? | 


fr Miniſters took the ſeveral Miniſteries on them by degrees, as 
© T imothy and others. 1” 
Cyp. lib. 4. epiſt. 2. Saith of Cornelius of Rome, Ad Sa@trdotii. 
h [ublime faftidium cunttrx religionts gradibus aſcendit. . 
This appears in Clemens Alexanadrinus. 
1. Some call him Catechiſt from his writing to the Gentiles, 
A ſome Presbyter, ſome Bithop, from the ſeveral places and miniſtry, 
[= as appears in his Pedag. ; and Srromes he ſucceſsively took in the 
Church, and not per ſaltum. 
Ss Hieron ad Evagrinm. 
e Alexandrie a Marco ad Heraclem & Dioniſium Eps [copos, 
Prebyteri ſemper unum ex ſe eleftum , in excelſiori gradu colloca- 
D tym Epiſcopum nominabant + | 
Ambroſe, T im. 3. 8. 
e | Poſt Epiſcopum Diaconatus ordinationem ſubjecit ; quare niſs 
quia Epi/copi & Presbyteri una ordinatio eft ? uterque enim ſacer- 
- dos eſt, Jed Epilcopms primns eft, ut omnis Epiſcopus Presbyter 
1 fit, non tamen omnis Presbyter Epsſcopus. 
- See here what the change of names is ; had he held to the name 
r Evangeliſt, it had been Truth, but is now falſe , and by Scripture 
__ Pax calls the whole miniſtry of Epheſus, . As 20.28. 
) Fiſnops. 
- ] mention not the Eleftion of Ambroſe, Ewuſeb, lib.11. cap.11. 
7 Auxentins being dead,he a {aterechumen:s, not baptized,is choſe 
+ Eiſhop againſt the minde of God, 1 Tim. 3. 6. w rbeurey, 


Ordination pertained to every true Church. 

(5p: 115. 1. epiſt. 2. 

Plane Epiſcopi non de voluntate Dei finut qui extra-eccleſiam 
finnt, [ed contra diſpoſitionem & traditionem Evangeli finnt. 
Euſeb. lib. 6, 17. 

| Poſt Philetum autem apnd Antiochiam Zebenus eecleſiuns 
ſuſcepit, quo in tempore Origenes rogatus eft ab eccleſiioqus ſunt 
J apud Antiochiam,ut illuc uſque pro convincendss heretics qui inibs 
liberins convaluerant, perveniret. Yuo cum pergeret, & inter 
neceſſarios ageret per Paleſtinam, Presbyter apud Ceſarean ab 
illizs Province Epiſcopus ordmatur, pro hoc autem- adverſum enum 
u humans cliver accenditur. 


E 3 I.. Here 


(30) 
1. Here heis ordaireld at Ceſare. 
2. For his taking Order of Paſtorſhip or Presbyter there, and 
not at Atzoch where: he was to miniſter, of that Presbytery he 
kindled againſt himſelf inhumane hatred, orextream ſpite. 

In the following ſtory , the Biſhops-of the Church of Ceſares 
plead onely his ſutticiency in Preaching the Word, as if that were 
enough co juſtifie the at, and in that they plead this, it appears 
they had none but this, and that it was done againit the Goſpel 
Inſtitution, and the precedent practiſe of the Churches of Chrilt ; 
though atter in the Councel of Nice this was taken violently from 
the Church, as I thall ſhew after. 

Again, the ſame Origen, 1:b.6. cap. 2. 

In the Church of eAlexandria by Demetrius of the ſame 
Church,is made Catechiſt ; Et docendi magiſterinm in eccleſia tri- 
buit. The ſame power the Presbytery of Alexandria had to or- 
dain him Catechiſt, they hag to ordain him Paſtor and Teacher, 
and none had ic but thac Church in which it was to be 
exerciſed, 


12. For conſtituting of a Church, IT know but one example 
in {tory extant that may give us any light herein, which 
was done inthe beginning of the darkning of the Church 
way, and by him that holp to darken it, 


But before 1 proceed, it will be neceſſary to clear an ObjeRtion 
made by Bilſon, c.12. perp. Church-Government ; which is, that 
Origen, Clemens, Pautenus, were but lay men upon the words of 
Demetrius, fpoken of Origen before his Ordination, 

2. Maſter Fox thinks that Heracl« was Ulher to Origen, in 
keeping his School. 

Eujeb. lib.6. cap.2. Igitnr Origenes, iujuntto fibi a Dimetrio 
Epiſcopo Magitterii Officie, Grammaticam Scholam negligere 
cepit. Cap.5. Origenes apnd Alexandriam Dottor eccleſie valde 
clarms habebatur. Lib.6, cap. 2. Tunc adhuc Gammaticam do- 
center, Cc. Which ſhews, he taught not School long after he 
caught che Goſpel, cap. 6. He had not an hours time ro do it as 
after ;, and Heraclas teaching with Grigen,was that way, by which 
he came after. to become Biihop of Alexandria, and governed 
that Church, ſucceeding Demerrizs therein, Ewſeb. 1;b.6. 


Euſech, 
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Euſctb. CAP» IT, lib, Ce. , 


Interea cum videret Origenes ſe non ſufficere ad omnia,id eſt; 

1. Fel in profundigribus & divintoribus pertrattanazs. 

2. Vel m [antte Scripture explanationibus diſſerendis.” 

3. Vel etiam in eorum qui quoridie fidet addebantur inſtruftioni- 
bus, vel inſtututionibus adimplenats. 

Ex quibus omnibus ne re/pirare quidem ei unins ſaltem hore 
liberum temps dabatur, dum ſemper ex alits in alia vocaretur,, 
ita ut prima luce uſque ai profundam veſperamnentiquamceſſaret 
auditorium ſuum , alits vero non recedentibus dum verbs Des 
delcedine colligati ſunt utilins eſſe rats eſt ſegregare incipientinm 
turbas, + unt ex diſcipults (nts plene jam C5 oprime inſtrutto,, 
viro atque in pmnibus virtutibus ſibs probato Heracli tradere : 
participemque .ecum officii ſui ac labors aſſumere ; erat enim in 
Sermone diſertiſſimus & wt omnibus Philoſophicts eruditionibus 
opprime inftitutus. Huic ergo tradend; prima elementa incipient i- 


” F . © . . a 
bus dele rat officium, fibi vers perfeFtorutn inſtruftiones reſervar. 


In the mean time when Or:7en ſaw himielf not to beable co 
do all, that is ; : 

:. Either for the handling of the more profound and'divine 
things, 
2. Or for declaring the Explanations of Scripture, 

2. Nrelfe for perteRingthe Inſtructions or Inſtitutions of thoſe 
who Caily were added: to the Faith. 

i. Here are the thre operations declared of the threefold 
Miniſtry. 

2. He was put on theſe things in a time of extream neceſſity. 

2- Thoſe were no things pertaining to Philoſophica} School. 

(He proceeds) by reaſon whereof, there was nor given him 
one hours time to breath in, whiles that always he was called from 
ſome to others ; ſo as that from the Morning light, ro the dark 
night, hiz audience never ceaſed : Some-not departing. 

1. Here it 1s remarkable, he taught not all confuſedly together, 
but went from ſome to others. Thar is, from thoſe he taughe the: 
profound things, to thoſe he declared the expoſitionsof Scripture ; 
and thence to thoſe whom he inſtructed in the Inſticytions of 
Chriſtianity, who were daily added to the Faith; 

2,. See ſome ſtayed until others were exerciſed, even unto the: 

dark. 
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daFnight ; each ſociety being Miniſtred unto according to his 
proper capacity, in its proper tirze and allotted place. 

( to) Whiles. they are gathered by the ſweetneſs of the 
Word of God ; be*thinking ic more profitable to ſeparate the 
Aſſendhly of Beginners,and to commit them to Heyacler,une of his 
Diſciples, being a man well inſtructed and approved in all Vertues. 

7. This was the way of the Apoſtles, taking, helpers with them 
to the Work. 

2. The Church did ordain (that was conſtituted) Members of Fi 
their ſociety of men for Miniſters, as here, Heracles, of whom it is 
ſaid, Cap. 2, Quicnm ab eo non ſol um in fide noſtra atque ſcientia, 
ſed & vite purioris inſtiutntionibus ad perfettun ſuiſſet inſtrattus, 
Alexandrine Eccleſie preeſſe poſt Demetrium ſubrogatus eff, 
| Who, faith he, was not inſtructed onely of him in our Faith and 
| Knowledg, bur alſo inthe Inſtitutions of a purer life to perfeti- 

' on; whowasappainted after Demetrius, to govern the Church 
of Alexandria Now this could not be applyed to an Uther of 
an ordinary School, as by ſome. 

3- The ground of this Separation, was not altogether for his | 
eaſe, but the peoples profit ; -that the Miniſtry may prove to be 
for the peoples greater edification. 

4. He is approved for his vertue and knowledg, as a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel ought to be. \ 3 

(And then) he made him partaker of his ofhce and labor. 

1. He was partaker with him of his labor, laboring with him in 
the Goſpel. 

2. Of his office, to ſhew that to this work he had acall, and 
without it he could not undertake it, which in ſchooling was nor 
required ; and that he could make him partaker of his office by 
Ordination and EleRtion of the Church. 

(Laſtly) What his office and his labor was, is ſet down in the 
laſt words. Shewing, | 

The office delegated to him, was to teach the firſt Elements to 
Beginners. 

But reſerveth to himſelf the Inſtruction of the Perfect. 

This agreed neerly to the Goſpel Patern, andy was. alſo praQti- 
ſed in the Church of Alexandria before, but on a better call ; 
from whichInſtitution, Oripes like himſelf, changeth and ſeeketb 
to deſtroy, as after. of ne 
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For 


For Neoterics, it is not my purpoſe to cite any but that ye gzay 
ſet Calvine ( on whoſe judgement and praftice the foundation 
of the Presbyterie is laid, )-thought otherwaies of ic then thoſe 
which ſucceed him do, who for otght T underftand did berter dif- 
cern the Eſtate of the Church under that way of Adminiſtration, 
then thoſe ſucceed him init do or ſeem to do.Calvine 1.Ep.Cor.12. 
28. God hath ſet in the Church, Firſt Apoſtles. Secondarily Pro- 
phets. Thirdly Teachers,ke having ſpoken largely before and ſhew- 
ingmnch uncertainty or unreſolyedneſſe'how the differing Mini- 


' ſtry is to beeexercized iu the Church, in the end concludes thus. 


' $3 quis diſſentat fatile patior, neque rixas propterea excitabo: eft 
enims difficile judicare de donu & muneribus quibus tam dui jam orba- 
ta fit Eccleſia, ni yu veſtigia tantuum vel umbre adhuc apparent. 
If any ( faith he ) diflents, I am well content, nor will I therefore 
ſtir up contentions; for it is hard to judge of the gifts and Offices 
of which the Church hath now been ſo long deprived; fo that the 
ſignes only or ſhaddowes as yet appeare of them, 


If this be truth, then we are to inquire further for the know- 


| ledge of the true forme of Church-diſcipline then Calvine went, 


further rhen whom I think Presbytery proceeds not, though with 
higher and greater confidence then he did go; or were he li- 
ving, Ipreſume would goe on his firſt diſcoveries from his owne 
words ; nor do I ſee any thing altered inthe Offices or diſpenſati- 
ons of them now under the Presbyteriall forme, from that Calvine 
in his inſtirutions hath propoſed; but rather in that we reſt, as in 
the full and perfe& diſcovery of the way of God ; layingclaime 
to a 7us Divinum for a conformation of it, 


14, I come now to ſpeak a word of the Apoſtacy of Church-diſci- 
Pline in the Church. E/eb. 3. 4. 26. cap. 


Uſque ad tempera Trajani virgo munda & immaculata permanſst 
Eccleſia, corruproribus veritatis & divins verbs temeratoribus , aut 
nurquam omnino extantibus, aut etiam fi qus forte fuerant in oconl- 
tu & abditts hiatibus terre deliteſcentibus: ut vero & Apoſtoloruns 
chorms, & 0mnus illa tas que d Domino ſuſceperat, vive voces andi- 
tum de hac Ince diſceſſittum velut in vacuam domwum falſe deftring, 
impinu ſe error immer ſit,  tanquam ubi null jam dintins cenſus de- 
ſenſor exifleret nndato ut ainnt _ corripientes arma mendacii, 


oppugnare. 


oppuguare Apeſt olicay veritatem nituntu#r,ſed iſtnd bellnw iinrig- 
ſich gerebatur, 


" Nicephorus Ecoteſ. hift. 1. 3. cap. 19. ſaith, Hereſies began about 
Ignatins time. | 
Euſeh: lib. 4. cap..21; He faith, Simou the ſon of Aſary Cleo- 


phas was ordained Biſhop : Elgfus ab omnibus pro vo quod efſet con- 


ſobrinus Domini, propterea autem tunc Eccleſia virgo vocabatur,quad 
nondum fuerat adulterini verbi ſubreptione corrupta, ſed Theobures 
qridens quia repulſus, non mernit Epiſcopat um, ipſe cepit m initio 
perturbare omnia & corrumpere, qui erat ex ſeptem hereſibus in po- 
pwls conflitutss, &Cc. 

* 1. Here is the time of the Churches continuance in it's purity 
or virgin eſtate, | 

2, Here is the time and cauſe of it's Apoſtacy, Theobutus an 
Heretike troubling and corrupting all things, becaule he could not 
br advanced to the Epiſcopacy of Jeruſalem. 

Yet with the Apoſtle Zobz we may ſay, that Antichriſt already 
wrought, for in theſe times when the Church kept not the forme 
of ſound words, not calling their Miniltcrs by their proper names, 
they made way for Antichriſt to riſe in a unſpeakable manner, lit- 
ele thonght they that their alluſions to the legal] Miniſtry, and na- 
ming the Evangeliſt Pontifex from Aaron,the Paſtor Sacerdos from . 
his ſons, and the Teacher Miniſter fromthe Levits, was the name, _ 
means and way by which Antichriſt at. his inthronment ſhould take 
up. The ſame may be ſaid of 7gnarins, ifthe word Epiſcopm be not 
adnlrerons, and put in for Evangelift, which I ſuppoſe came thus 
£0 paſle, the whole Governments being rightly called Epiſcopacy, 
as ſaid of Fadas, Ats 1, 20. Let an other take his &qzorlu; now 
in time the ſenior Presbyter or Government by way of eminency 
was Called Biſhop : though a principio non fuit, Hyrenens requires 
in Presbyters, /ib.-4. cap. 43. /#cceſſionem £piſcopatus. Thole wrote 
now mentioned here in this 'traRt, Clement Rom. whoſe 1, Epilt 
is ſtrangely.corrupted, and divers other ſpurious writings g9 un- 
der his name written long ſince,vide Scult, Anno g0.Ignatius,Poli- 
carp. Epiſt Anno 70; 

 Dionyſius Areopag. who is queſtioned for his antiquity : the 
very things he is [Roned for prove it many waies, And Sculte- 


tu after all the objeRions he had made againſt his antiq uity, ſaith, 
Lniſennque antem Dionyfius ife frerit, antiquns frerit neceſſe oft, 
| 's : quod 


” * * 
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quid ipſa ieclefſaſtics orainationis 8 decdf; ec In his AMcdeltn 


heolog, Patrum he is ſaid to be about os, $0. 
 Inthe ſecond Century corruptions began to increaſe much, 


— 13G» y 
egeſippme 1.90, the 5, Books pe under his name, now have 
on = Hiſtory of the Jewes deltruRtion, and nothing of the A- 
poſtolicall traditions, as the right Egiſppns is ſaid by Eaſebine , 
Nicephorus and others to have, 

Ireners 170. Clem. eAlex. 200, 

Tertull. eAnne. 200, ſome would 160. 

Tertwll. de proſcrip. adverſ. beret. complaines of the Lay Peoples 
taking the Miniſtry on them, ſaith, 2ui hodie Prertbyter, cras Lai- 
C14. 

Againe he ſhewes in his time began the corruption of the 
Church by a mixture of ſocieties, crying out, Pariter adewnt, pari- 
ter andiunt, pariter erant ; quis ( athecumenns, quis fidelis incertums 


1. See, inthe beginning it was only of Catechiſts and Belie- 
vers, that they came in one place together, were taught together, 
and prayed together : what would he fay of our Societies in 


which all altogether do theſe, and more allo, receiving Sacraments 


alſo together? | 
2, He calls theſe Societies only then the Societics of Heretikes. 
3. The devill of this was ſuch, he obſerves it was not knowne 
who was a believer, who a ( atecumenss : may not we ſay to him, 
as the Phariſees to Chrift, i” ſaying this the reproacheſt ws alſo; and 
no people ever were more guilty of reproach henee then we in 


- this Kingdome are ? 


About this time in this Kingdome was ſee up the fitſt 'Nation- 
all Church in the world, the firlt Archbiſhop; and their ſuffragans 
in the world, if we'may pive any credit to our owne hiſtories, 
which I take to be the buſt time of preaching of the ' Goſpel here, 
or at leaſt co take a place in the Kipgdome, what ever men. ſay of 
Panl, Simon Zelotes , foſeph of nAramathea preaching bere, w ich 
they may do and not conſtitute a Church here, for the Apoſtles 
conſtitured not alwaies Churches whese evertbey came, and preg- 
-ched the Goſpel, | 

Moreover, Hyrenens who lived Awno 150, in France, in his (16, 
1. cap. 3. adverſns Hereſ. mentions the — that were know 
k * .2 « 


w 6 by : 

then to be in the world, but RE LNG 'of Britain, Fr neque in 
Germanciis fundat* Eccleſie aliter credurt ant aliter tradunt, neque 
iu Hiſpanizs, neque in Celtis, neque in Egypto, neque is Libya, neque in 
Oriente, neque he que in medio mundo ſunt conſtitute © Sure if in his 
time had been any Churchvin England, he ſhould have knowne of 
iz, and would not have palt it by in his enumeration of Churches; 

2. Lxccimaccording to Harriſon; Cronology, whom Holinſov2d 
fellowes, ſaith, he began his Raigne 165. who did ſend to Rome 
Elvas and Mednin to Eleutheriusthe Biſhop to ſend Miniſters to 
inſtru rhe people of this Land, and baptize them ; who did ſend 
Bugatianaus and Damianus, who baptized the King with: all his 
Family and People, and therewith removed -the worthipping of 
Idolls and falſe gods, and taught the right means and way to wore 
{Pip the true God, there were, ſaith he, in the bounds of Britain 
28. Flamins, and three Aichflamins, which were as Biſhops and 
Archbiſhops, or Superintendants, of the Pagan or the gentile Re- 
gion, in whoſe place they being removed, were inſtitutcd 28. Bi- 
Hops, and three-Archbiſhops of the Chriſtian Religion, one of the 
vehich, Archbiſhops held his Seaat London, to whom. was ſubjeR 


 Commwallahd all the middle part of England, to Hamber, another 


of their Seas was at York; to whom was ſubjeR the North part of 
Britain, from Humber to the end of Scotland : the third Archfla- 
mins Sea wasat CarlkeonArwiske in Clamorganſbife;to whom was 
ſubje& all Wales. | 

He ſaith further this Kingdome was the firſt that openly ( that 
isindeed that did univerſally, nationally ) received -the Goſpel. 
Halinſbed. Lif. Lacins. 

An Ancient Author I have by me ſaith, one Pagen-and &lybain 
were ſent from Rome-by Eteutherins, who baptized the people 
untill all the Land was baptized, going from Towne to- Towne, 


. baptizing men, more he ſaith, King Zzcixs-made two Archbiſhops 


and many Biſhops. 

Fox.out of Monwmetenſis and. others relates the ſame in his ſto- 
ry 0b the Church. 

Eloutheriws, as Platin ſaith, lived about 171. Epiftolams accepit 
a Lucio Rege Brit anno, &c. Inibs erant- pontifices 25. ques Flamines 
vocabant. 

I. That this is right Romiſh work , contrary to the primitive 


praQtice , none will deny I think... 


2+This.. 


| 37 ” 
2. This was the firſt Nation that Shiv a Nationall Church, 
- 3.It was made ſo under a Satanicall Government. 

4. From this it went unto other Lands, and other then this was 
never in this Kingdome, if there had been any Church or Mini- 
fry hear, Lucius would never have ſent to Rome to have ſome 
thence to baprize-him. | 

1, Ep. Clement Rom. Though corrupt yet.is it Ancient : In illss 
vero civitatibus in quibus ol1m apud; Etbnicos: Archiflamines eorum 
atque primt legis Dottores erant Epiſcoporum Primates pons, vel Pa- 
triarthas ordinavit, qui reliquorum Epiſcoporum judicia & majora 
negotia quoties neceſſe foret in fide agitarent, & ſecundum Dei v0- 
laxtatews ſicm conſt ituernnt ſantts Apotoli, ita ut ne quis injuſte pe- 
riclitaretur definirent. 

Hence we may ſee the ground of Government of Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, whence taken, and how and when it didbegin to be, 
even within two years of the truth it ſelfe,and no wonder our Na- 
tion continued ſo long underit , that Biſhops haye pleaded the 
antiquity of their government, 

Three-things-confirme this ſtory. 

Þ. That Gregory, who-did fend eAuftin into this Kingdome, 
appointed that the Sea of 797k ſhould have the ſame extent it 


"F had under Samp/or the firſt Archbiſhop in Lacizstime, which ſuc- 


«ceeded the Archflamine, whoſe Jariſdition was a)l Scotland, and 
part of England : Allthe Biſhops of Scotland ſince that time have 
* fetched their conſecration thence,and ſwear CanonicalÞ obedience 


$+ ro-that Sea,untill the year 1466.when as george Nevit was Biſhop, 


in whoſe time the Scots Biſhops caſt off their Canonicall obedience 


on this ground, that in reſpeR of the many and bloody warres, . 


between the two Nations, the Metroplican of Torkcould bear no 
fatherly affeAion to. his ſons of Scotland. 

2. It is ſaid that the Biſhop of Aeneva, or Davids, to which 
that of Caerleon was removed, had ſeyen ſuffragan Biſhops under 


him, at the coming of eA### unts the T.and, who gave him 2 . 


meeting to compoſe differences between them being about an:600. 

3. Rowe was to be the Mother of Harlots, ſhe was the cauſe of 
this Idolatry before , as Heatheniſh Rome ; for Onuphrivs faith, 
in Heatheniſh Rome were three Archflamins called: Diatir, Marti- 
alis, Quirinalis, He mentions only 15, more, the-reſt ( it's like ) 


ofthem their memory periſhed with them : For Flora that No. | 


Ze , 
-miſh-Harlot being of thoſe flamins mentioned of Onaphrins, Was, us 
the remains prove, of her Feſtivall among us, of our 28, and came 
from Rome. | 
It came hereby to be the mother of Idolatry, as it was Antis 
chriſtian Rome, the Jewes joyned Moſaycal Ceremonies and the 
Goſpell, the Gentiles Gentile Superſtitions and the Goſpell to- 
gether, 1. Cor. IC, 20, 21, 
. Again,in that Tertull. about the year 200. ſaith, the Britains 
are abied tothe true Chriſt, bur he faith not in the true way of 
Clriſt. 


1, Applic. That after the 200. year of Chrilt there is greg 
the true Goſpel| Government from the praRtiec of the then 
Churches, they being fallen into a ſtrange apaſtacy from the Goſs 
pell inſtitution, 

' 2+ As they fell ſomwhat from the praQtice, ſo the corruptians 
added of the Papiſts to them , make them abundantly the more 
uſcleſſe to the Church, 

Of the thrid Century were 

Origen An. 230, Cyprian «A 240. (ornelins Rom. 250. 

Origen, I ſuppoſe to be the firſt corruptedthe order of Ordina- 
tion in the Church, taking it not from the People and Presbytery, 
in which he miniſtred, but from other Biſhops of other Churches: 
Pro hoc antems adver/um enns inbumanus liver accenderit z; and the 
Biſhops ordained the juſtification of their fa, plead only, Owed 
in predicatione verbi [tis clare effiornerat, Enſob.d. 6.cap. 17, 

It appeares in that Zebenns the Bifhop was ſo much offended 
at it, 

I. It was not according to the Goſpell, 

2, It was not practiſed in the Churches, 

3- The Biſhops then did not plead, that it was proper to their 
function only, and not to Presbyters, as now, 

This will more clearly appeare, in that of Hieron. ad Evagrs 
eAlexandria a Marco ad Heraclam & Dionyſium Epiſcopor: Proſe 
byteri ſemper unun ex ſe elefium in excelfiori gran collocatums Epiſe 
copwm nominab ant, 

Heraclas was Origens Scholler in whoſe time the old form ob- 
ſerved by the Chinch, from Mark to that day was broken; and 
who was more like to break it then Origen, who was of that 
Church, and a man ( not unknown to avy that haveread wy 4 
unſoun 


| uy + 0-407 vs 

wnſound and uncertain judgement? yet learned and witty ; who 
did acknowledge in taking Ordination from Dimetris at the firſt, 
for Catechizing, that the power of Ocdination did reſide in eve- 
nti»  rytruCconſtituced Church : And who knoweth where God per- 
the F micted him to Emaſculinate himſelfe as a judgement on him for 
to- deſtroying that order by which God raiſed up ſeed in the Church, 

; he being beſt eo take the literal), no man ſince but hath taken myſ- 
ains tically as other things, being all forced: it may be Origen did this 
' of BE for ſome controverſlie had between Dimetrius of eAlexandria 
: and himſelfe, and to honor Theeti//*s and e-rlexander, who had 
ng # ſhewed exceeding favour to him in his baniſhment at Ceſerca, who 
hea | itis like were willing to take this honor-to themſelves, robbing 
10% | the Charch of it's choiceſt Jewell. 

Heeron.In the firſt times Bilbops differed nothing from Presbyrers, 
ans | and are now above them rather by the cuſtome of the Church,then 
ore | bythe truth of che Lords diſpoſing,ard ought to rule theChurch in 

common, which ſhewes, that the Biſhops prafice in Jeroms time 
differed from that of the Apoſtles, and that the true primitive 
.pratice was fallen in his time.. 
na- In Cornelius time Exſeb. 1.6. cap. 43, at Rome numbers un- 
ry, | der one Bilhop, 46. Prieſts, 7. Deacons, 7. Subdeacons, 42; Aco- 
ies; | laths, 52. Exorciſts, and a numberlefle company of Readers and 
the | Sextons: if theſe are not Popilh corruptions, the Church in ,50. 
wed | years -was ſtrangely altered. 
)* Cyprian mentions in his Epiſtles the ſame names of Officers 
led whole names arc not written in the Goſpell-Kalender, | 
In hls time alſo there were Biſhops of Provinces, and although 
he. held the name of Colleagues and Compresbycters, yer the 
- number were altered, and ſo the order among them (as appeares 
cir | in many Epiſtles) is to be doubted. 4 Top 
Buſes in his 14. cap. of Porp.Church-Government tells us,how 
w. | Biſhops came to extend their Juriſdition ſo vaſtly far about them 
o/- F in the Countrey, | 
ufo By no meanes (faith he) could any Countrey-Pariſhes in the 
Primitive Church have any Presbyters but from ſome City , and 
b- | that not without the liking of the Bilhop, which forced all Counr 
ad | trey Townes and Villages 40 matticulate and incorporate them- 
ſelves into the Church 6f ſome City, by whoſe Biſhop their Preſ- 
byters living were governed, and dying were ſupplyed, 
1.It's 
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r. It's confeſſed,they muſt incorporate, or ſhould haye no Pref- 
byter. 

; 2. The people and Presbyter are forced to be under his Juriſ- 
dition, or they ſhould have no Presbyter, nor will let Enjſcopall 


Authority go from him. 


3. Ir muſt be with the liking of the Biſhop, conditions are firft 


agreed on between Presbyter and Biſhop, and Biſhop and People. 


So that whereas the Epiſcopall power ſhould reſide in every 
true and right conſtituted Church,the Biſhops would keep it from 
them, the Presbyter ſhall not be ordained, nor people be taught, 
if before-hand they promiſte-not ſubmiſſion to the City-Biſhops 
Juriſdiction, and this granted by a Biſhops confeſſion , which 
ſhews the ſubril courſe taken to raiſe Antichriſt. 

The 4. Century, 

Enuſebius Ceſarienſsr,320.,Laflantins wrote to the Gentiles, hat 

nothing of the Church- Diſcipline at all. 


eMAthanaſins 370. Hieronimus, 
Hylarins 370, eAmbroſins,370. 
Bawulin, eAnguiting, 370. 
Chryſoft. 370. | 


e Church was to go into the wilderneſle, and be hid to the 
world in the Yeare 406. 
It was to remain. hid 1260, yeers, 
That the number'of Antichriſt may be 1666. 


I. Enſebins, .5.cap.g. ſaith of the time of Pantenw, about 21, | _ 


Erant enim adbuc in ills Temporibus & Emvangelifte nonunlli, 
qni ad imitationen ſanftorum Apeftolorum in diverſts orbis partibus 
oberr antes, per gratiam Dei & animi ſui virtutem. 

1. It is to cleare theſe of theſe times could not be extraordina- 
rily called, nor I think were they extraordinarily gifted ; untill 
theſe times the Church kept it's true forme, and it's like the ſenior 
Presbyter was of many called the Evangeliſt, however altered in 
their writings. l 

2, It ſcemes that after theſe times the name and the office of 
Evangeliſt ceaſed in the Church, 

1. In the Councell of Nice, his office was deſtroyed , and an * 
Antichriſtian Officer pur in his place, , 

Canon fo, Et ne mmuna civitate ſunt dno Epiſcops;which proves, 
before this Canon' or Councell there were in ſome Cittes two 
Biſhops 


Biſhops, there being in them two compleat Churches. A high 
ſtep, made to help Antichriſt into his throne. | 


opall Conncell of Antioch took downe the Country Eyangeliſt or 
Biſhop; as Nice the City. 

firſt (onceditur (horepiſcopis, ut ordinent Leflores, Subdiacones, & Ex. 
ople. orciftas, de ſuperioribus ordinibus decernitsr , ut nec Pretbyterium 
very nec diaconum ordinare audeant preter civitatis Epiſcopum, cus ipſe 
rom cum poſſeſſiove ſubjettus eſt. wn oh 

ghe, | 1. Had not Country Biſhops ordained all degrees of orders -in 
10PS 'the Church, they by a Councelt would not have granted the leſſer, 
hich ard have denied the greater. 


2. Whereas he may do it by leave of the City Biſhop, though 
not without,ſhewes the act was lawfull according to God,or how - 
kac conld jt be done by the allowance of men. 
3-If ic were lawfull according to God, then the tyranny of 
Antichriſt was great in theſe times, 
. Zoxomenl.7.cap. 19. 
Etenim per Scithiam cum crvitates mults unum duntaxat be 0mres 
': CEpiſcopum babent, apud alias verd Nationes reperins -nbi in pag E- 
the . 'Piſcops orc 4nanthr, ficut apud Arabes ; Cyprios, apud Novatianos, 
CHMont aniſt as. 
t. This is more then is written of ariy after his time, this was 
* -quickly altered when Antichriſt came to kis throne in the world. 
2. Theſe that held the Church forme, went under the name of 
vli,Þ  Novatians, Montaniſts, SeQtaries, 


bus The ground they had to diſtinquiſh the Country from the City 
" Biſhop, wasthat the Country Biſhop was reſembled in the 70. the 
na- City Biſhop in the Apoſtles, 
till But as it is well obſerved of Mr. R#therford, p. 476. of a Presby. 
ior Church at Antioch, - 
in Look what frame of Churches the Apoſtles did inſtitute in Ci- 


tieszthat ſame thewbchoved to inſtitute in villages alſo, fos places 
of cannot change the inſticution of Chrilt. 

|  Andbefore p. 470. on Aft. 8, 5. 6, When Peter and Fohwcame 
to Samaria, to help Phzlip, ic cannot be that they all went to one 


mr houſe, and to one ſingle aſſembly ro preach the Word. 
og, And Page before 460. on 1. Cor. 14. 15, Ibaptized none but 
_ Cryſpus and Gains, &c. If many were baptized , other Paſtors not 


Panl baptized them, and ſo they were baptized in 'other Aﬀem- 
G blies, 


| AE, 4b | 
þlies, then in thoſe ia which P au/ baptized, As. 18. 8. Many Co- 
rinthians were baptized. 
| pal by theſe and come to my task,though theſe are the tryths 

I intend. | 
Chryſoſt, on Eph. 411.Tertso Evangeliftas non-cir cumenntes, ſed 
Evangelizantes;ut exant Priſcilla & -Acyla, Paſtores + Doftores 
qubus viz. univerſus populus concreditus erat ;- 2 uid ergo juniores 
erant Paſtores ac Doftores ? admodum .crant enim cireumenntibus, 
& Evangelizantibus mfr iores,qui babit ango guieti circa unxm dun- 
taxat /ocum occrupabantur ; ut Timotheus ac Titus, vernm alias ex 
hac loco ſubjeftio & prelatura colligi non poteſt ; und after, Ne quid 
hwic expoſitionis mee contradicas, poteſt fieri, ut Evangeliſtas eos bic 


intalligta,qus Evang lin conſcripſernnt. If Chryſoſtomve were thus - 


1gporant of the Ottice of Evangeliſt, no wonder if we are; one 
while he is for walking Evangeliſts, then for thoſe abide in one 
place ; and ro theſe he adheres, or elſe prelature cannot be proved 


thence ; and then he comes to thoſe wrote the Goſpells, how can. 


it be thought paible ſo great a darknefſe ſhould come on the 
world in {o ſhort a time, 0n thoſe who, had the learning of the, 
age? 

Andit is like the Ancient copies of the primitive Writers, were 


either loſt, kid, or corrupted before his time, making way for the- 


departure of the Church, now about to take its leave of the 
world. 7 

Baxil. in an Epiſtle to Ambroſe cals on him arariora 74 deals 
TW narea? iy vn. | 

CHMontacs of Tythes, uuderitands this complaint of his to be 


oaly about the dividing of Cappadocia into two Metropolitan; . 


which had been one at Czlarca. 
I, [ conceive Bazsl underftands the firſt traQ of the. Fathers, in 


which oaly was a refoxmation-that was right, and not that; went . 


immediately before. . | 

2. Nor could that be underſtood well, for the old marks for it 
Were n0t.200, yearsbefore that there were no Provinciall Biſhops 
in all the world. | 

And after, &ro yue Surnciue da tyſ® daxnuimaor my amrwpart, 
&c. which ſhewes, he ſought this in ſome ſpirituall way, and for 
2 ſpicicuall end, quite contrary to that objeted before. - 

And in his Epiſtle-to « Febaveſims , I conceive he implicth the 


ſame, 


a ws Aw&mtw wo A: aA by 


(43) 

fame, when he calls on him ro joyne with him in reſtoting the 
Church x7! Tvs dg, aias ovens, in Which he alludes to the alluſi- 
on of 7ohn the BaptiF, to the Goſpell Government, Afar: 4, 12, 
x; evrd en Thy dlroy durs 6s rhy Swdixlw, to me it ſeems, that ovy- 
Fx morefully manifeſts the Goſpel! truth, and then dgyulas 
more full, ro which no goveroment then did ſo fitly agree, as rhe 
Goſpell government. 

Applic. Seeing he calls on Arhanaſins and Ambroſe to reforme 
by the firſt times, it proves there-is no true reformation to be 
made of the Church by the praRtice of the then times, leaſt we 
would ſeek to prove one corruption by another. 

2+ That the true Church-diſcipline was neare gone from the 
world, or going, as he inſtanceth, onely eAntiech, whoſe praftice 

hecommends, which doubtleſſe was deficient in many things in 
thoſe times, 

Ambroſe Eph. 4. Cepit alio ordine & providentid gubernari Ec- | 
clefia; and points out the time to-be wb4 ommialoca cirennplexe eff 
Eccleſia, it was after doubtleſle the 200.yeare, . 

O Ambroſe | did they think of the curſe denounced of the A- 
poſtle againſt men or Angells, ſhould attempt this, or had they di 
vine revelations to do it,or Apoſtolicall! Authority delegatedghar 

they darero do ſuck a = 

After he gives us the realon; Scripta vApoſtoli idev now per om- 
nia conveniunt ordinationi que nunc in Eccleſia efh, quia bac inter pri- 
mordia ſunt conſcript a. 

As if the government written in the Goſpell, and exerciſed-by 
the Apoltles, was onely for the Apoſtles time , or Church-Infan- 
cy, and would not ſerve all c{tates chereof , in which we ſee the 
plea now uſed is an old one, 

An inſtance he gives of this in Timothy, made a Presbyter by 
Pax}, and called a Bdhop, «1 recedente t, y ow & ſuccederer, that 

is, the Evangeliſt dying, the ſenior Presbyrer, the Pattor ſuccereed 
him, he being next in place and office, 

The reaſon of this change is this : Sed quia ceferant ſrquentes 
Preſoyteri indigni inveniri ad primatos tenendos,mmtatd oft ratio pro- 
ſpiciente conſilie, ut non ordo, ſed meritums crearet Epiſcopiim wwlto- 
rum judicie conftiturum, nt indignns temers aſuyparet et efſet mnltts 
ſcandalum. =" 
1. If any ſuch-there had been, _ Lord had provided # remmicdy 

2 apa 


= .2, k £\hþ 
2gainſtir,by giving the Church a power among themſelves to pre- 
vent it, which herethe Biſhops, to the deſtruction of that privi- 
ledge uſurp to themſelves. 


2. It is done by a Councell, that it may have the: more fair pre- 5) 74 
rence, and that hereby unworthy men, may.not.come ad primates Fg 
tenendor. ; | 

That the ſenior Presbyter ſucceeded the Evangeliſt, if fir, is il- ” 
luſtrated in that of Aaronand feazer his eldeſt fon, Numb. 20, 7d 
25, 26. 4 

Byr ſee what-+the Biſhops did with this uſurped authogiry, when my 
wreſted from the Church quickly after. _d 

Sozem.lib.7.cap.8.tellsa (tory of a Biſhop choſen by Biſhops, 4 


for Conſtancinople. 
He was choſen by Diadorus meanes , and commended to the fh 
Councel!, his name was Nettarins. 


That-which.they choſe him for is, becauſe he had. a white head, vs 
a facerdotall Countenance, and the like ; this fitted him ad primas od 


tos tenendos. | 
1..He was.not a man baptized; itis. ſaid Dioderns ſeeing him = 'ao 
f9 grave a man, thoughthe had been baptized. | 
2. He .is exhorted to give him to reading, which ſhewes, he 


had lictle abiliries in him to teach. , 

_ .-1., Ap. Could this be ſaid of a ſenior Presbyter, he muſt be bet= * F 

ter qualified then fo, . g7 
2, Let man never give leave to man to change the everlaſting E 7a 

Ordinances of God for never ſo faire pretences, for the fooliſh- f 

neſſle of God is wiſer then men. ik 


In the ſame manner Ambroſe-was cleted before baptized, a-. 
2ain(t the Word. - ſun 
© Ambroſe on the ſame 4. Eph, ſaith of the Teachers, Dofores 
ſunt hi qui teftiongbus imbnends infantes ſolebant imbuere, ſicat mos 
Indeorn oft, quorum traditio ad nos tranſitum fecit, qu* per negli- 
gentiam obſolevit. , 

He ſheweth, though the cuſtome were taken from the Jewes, 
yet it belonged to the Gentiles, to have it exerciſed in their 
Churches alſo. ſt 

The Doctor being to iniciate their children in grace, as the 6 
Jewiſh theirs in nature, which through negligence is our of uſe, 
of whoſc Ordination he thus writes, Prophetia ef qua cligitnr qua- 
þ Doftor futnrus idonens, may. ver impoſitiones verba ſunt myflics 


LJ 4.4.4 


quibus confirnsatur ad opus eleAus anforitatens tefte conſcientia ſua 
ut audeat vice Domini ſacrificium Deo offerre, 1 Timoth.4.14. 

1 Timoth.5. Apud omnes utig, gentes honorabili: eft ſ[eneftus, unde 
Synagoga & prſtea Eccleſia, ſentores habuit,quorum ſine Conſilio nihil 
agebatur in Eccleſia, quod qua negligentia obſolnerit neſcio, iſe forte 
Doftorum de(4i4 aut mag ſnperbia duns ſoli volunt  aliquid videri. 

Hereby Seniores M.B {ſen will not admit the helping Governor, 
or ruling Elder to be underſtood, but that advice which Biſhops 
aſed to rake of Presbyters, was. now not taken in Church-Go- 
vernment. # Ez 

1. Ke allvdcs in this ou as ſuppoſe, to that 2{hron.1 9.8,9, 
1c, where with the Prieits and Levitcs there are of the heads of the 
people maxn want 

2, Here it ſeems to me Senior ts oppoſed to DoRor , I ſuppoſe 
if he had intended as 1t' is objeted, he would have ſet downe' E- 
piſcoporum rather then Dottorum, whichcomprehends the whole 
Minifterie. 
« 3. It is c|eare the Church-ruling Elder in 1 (or.6, was ceaſed 
before his time, and practiſed as 1 think by the Biſhops and Do- 
ors. PL 's 
Amuguſt.cited by Catuin on 1(or.6. ſaith thus, which confirms it; 
Is libro de opere Monachorum ubi ſuas .occupationes commemnor at, 
hanc ſibi de multi vel moleſtiſſimam eſſe aſſerit, quod ſecularibus ne- 
gotits partem dies impendere cogatur, /e tamen patienter ferre, quia 
» £1/mo4s neceſſitatem ſibs Apoſtolus izjungat ex hoc loco, 0 quadam 
Epiftola apparet, ſolitos certis hors ſedere Epiſcopos ad lites-dirimendas, 
quaſi eos hic defignet Apoſtolos, ut autem res in deterius ſemper 1ibun- 
tur, ex ills errore deinde manabit Furiſdictio, quam fibi in cauſis pe- 
euniariis Epiſcopornum offciales uſurpant , in iflo autiquo more duos 
ſunt reprehenſione digna, quod Epiſcopi alienis 4 ſuoofficis negotiis 
implicabantar, &c. 


7. This of judging in civil} cauſes, was the office of the helping 
Governour, which the Biſhops in and after e Ambroſe time exc- 
cuted themlelves. | 

2. M. (atvin ſaith, this was a baſineſſe belonged not to Biz 
ſbops; he calls it in them malwm colerabile,, yet ſee how Ar/gnſtine 
faith, it was deſigned them by Apoſtles.» * | 

3, In that he ſaith, 5» alienzs negotizs, (hewes -it 'was .a buſineſſe 


pertained.. 


Gs 
"; 


. 7 : 
vpertained to ſome, and it mult be a Church-Officer, though not 
them which was the Ruling Elder, 

Hieron.0n Ep.Tit.cap.1. ſhewes the reaſon why it was decreed 
in the whole world, that all the care of the Church ſhould pertain 
to one, and that was from the primary difſentions of Presbyrers; 
which was, that whereas when the three Presbyters governed the 
Church together, they could not agree among themſelyes : there. 
fore they would have the Government onely to be in one, and 
not 1a three any more. A faire excule it was, even for the peace 
of the Church, 

I. If they walked by the Rule, how could they diſagree ? 

2, Tyranny of Antichriſt could never get up by three, bat by 
one in giving government to one in the Church, was much of Ar 
tichciſt revealed, and made way for all. 

Applic.1.Mixt ſocieties are {ct up, and Nationall Churches con- 
ſtituted, Ordination is taken from the Church, and the Govern- 
ment of -the Church by irs owne Presbyters is deſtroyed, Evan» 
geliſts rooted up, and Teachers office caſt down, and the helping 


Ruler is taken away : whereas were two Biſhops in a City, now. 


one rules a whole Province ; theſe proceed to Patriarks, which 
preceded the Pope, all this is left upon Record,& that the govern- 
meg of the Church was not in Ambroſe time ſuch as in the A- 
les. 
8 2. I deſire thoſe read, and intend te write againſt what is here- 
incontained to clcare, 
1, How, 


ſtored. 

3- Whether that a government be right that hath not all, and 
no more then all that the Apoſtles prackiſed and left ro be praQti- 
ſed in the Church, | 

4. Whether the ConventiculaqueronZityta ſunt & Reftores 05 
cetera Officia in Ectleſia ordinata, bpoke of Ambroſe, Eph.4. have 
not reſpec to lingle Congregations the ſame now amongſt us, in 
oppoſition to Goſpell Churches, conſiſting of ſeyerall focieries 
ſet up uſually in Cities, if not what rhey were then ? 

5. Whether bis (opit atio ordine > predentia gubernari Eccle- 
fa, ſignitie not that then one Miniſter came to do all, aud all parts 
+ of Miniſtery were done in-the (onventicntss, and Her have been 

A - £ lince, 


_—_—_ 


2. When theſe things thus ſaid to be alcered, came to be re- 


(47) | 
ſince, and where this uſed by us be not ab alis ordine & Prudentia 
ro quod a Deo eft in Evangelio, if not,in what the conſtitution 
reed © of our Churches do differ from theirs here mentioned. 
tain That may bring you to the Pope, in whoſe manifeſtation the 
teri; F Goſpell-Governmevot was fully hid ; In the time of Theods. the 
| the younger, Anxo,423. Which isbut 17. yeares after the time of the 
cree BY Churches obſcuring, the higheſt of Antichriſt was manifeſted in a 
and BY manner in the publike Chart r, granted Bononia. for the making 
eace Y of an Uaiverſicy. | 


VE T heodofins by the grace of God, Emperor of the Ro. 
V mans, ever Aaguſturs, moved with the commodiouſnefle 
Ar» Y aud fertility of the place, having 25. moneths taken ſound and 

deliberate advice therein, fieting in our feat of Majeſty, a generall 
on- F councel of Chriſtians betng afſembled in rhe preſence of Celeftine 
- JF high Biſhop of Rome, 12. Cardinals, Arch-biſhops and Biſhops 
at- I ;onamerable, and fundry other Dukes and Princes of divers de- 
ing & grecsand callings, Baidwine Earle of Flanders, and Gawlter Earle 
- Foidtiers, Embattidors, the one repreſenting the perſon of rhe 
ich | King of Prance, the other of the King of England, the whole 
A. Cotledge of an 100, ſenators-fitcing , do by this inviolable 

* |F a}, &c, 


re- Given at Rome in the Capitoll. 
» Anno 423, May. 11, 


[Ce This made the Pope truly Antichriſt, when be conncerfe ited 

Chrifts Ordinance, by ſetemy up chat in hrs SaHſe Church in a falſe 
ad way, which Chriſt ſer up in the true; his 12. to Chriſts 12. which 
ti- ff are above Archbiſhops and Bithops, Dokes and Princes. | 

C lem.recognit.l.3.though a counterfeityyet 1s it ancient, Hac an» 

I | 19m & his prmilia cnn dixifſet Petrus, manibus ſuptrpofris Zacheo, . 
'C Þ rravit ut inculpabiliter Epiſcopatus ſus [ervaret officium: paſt hes 
In 12, Presbyteros ordinavit, C& diaroxos 4, Theſe are! ſaid to be or- 
5 Þ© dainedto ſerveat Cefarea to juſtifie..the Roman. praftice, and: | 

their 12.Cardinals, though not a-ord in Scripture witneſſe any 
| ſuch thing at all, ala” | | 


Haying . 


59d, 


[4 


(48) 


Having briefly ſpoken of the fall, I ſhall propoſe one Propheticall 
Scripture for the rife of the fallen Churches, Gentiles as well 
as Jewes, together now ſhortly to be within 18. years in moſt 
of the world. 


Ezek. 16. 55. When thy Siſter Sodome and her daughters ſhall 
returne to their former eſtate, and Samaria and her daughters (hall 
rcturne to their former eſtates, then thou and thy daughters (hall 
returne to your formereltate. 

1.To underſtand this, note that in Scripture, the firſt Churches 
are called Mother Churches, thoſe that fucceed- them, and are 


 conſtiruted according to them, and receive miniſtry and means 


mediately from them, are not unfitly called Daughter Churches, 
whether they are true or falſe, andin this it well agrees, /uch as the 
mother ſuch as the daughter. 

2. [n this ſence it cannot be ſaid of literall Sodome, ſhe was no 
Church, ſhe had no daughters, bur in Rev.11.8. Rome myſtically'is 


ſaid to be called Sodome; and furely'no where, if. not here in all. - 


the Book of God,ſhe is the mother of Harlots,that is of idolatrous 
Churches, and ſocieties: and iy 7. Sefl, Councelt of Trent, can. 3. 
De B apti/mo, (he is called. Mater omninm Eccleſiarnm. 

I. All the Churches, before An 200. conſtituted according to 
the Apoſtles, were Jerylalem and after to the 4co year, 

2, All the Idolatrous falſe Churches, fet yp after Antichriſt of 
Rome lince the year 46. are Romes daughters. 

"3. All the Societics ſeparated-from: Rome within this x50. 

years, being not-accordingto the Goſpdll frame, or patterne, *are 
Samarias daughters, orgs 


pofgrows 48 1, Their Prieſt was brought from Afſyria, or Babell, as was 
* of 114044 CMartive Luther from theſMonaltery | 


2. They made Gods of their owne, every Nation as they pleaſe, 
2, Kings 17. 27. 29. iz K 

5. Ver. 41. Theſe Nations feared the Lord, and ſerved the gra- 
ven Images, both their children and childrens children, as did their 
fathers, 1522 tad] | | 
The Application I leave to the Reader. 


I. It | 
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way of God. 


(49) KA es 
1, It isobſervable, /eraſelcm g rſt, Sodow vext, Samaeria laſt, 
in Scripture and in cime; yet ver. 46. Sameris is called the elder 
fiter, and Sedow the yourger ; yet firſt in time and Seripture,God 
in this ſhewing the Sawarites eftate hadmore of the truth chen 
Sodowreftate, and lomay be ſaid to be elder, and hath hopour gi- 
ven her of God in it, and Sodew diſhonour. 

2. Jernſalems, Sodom:s, Samaria: daughters, ſhall be brought all 
again to their former eltate, that is the primitive goipel-govern- 
ment. | 

3+ In the bringing Sodoms and Sameriar, God will bring again 
Jeruſalems Captives, the Iewes ih the midft of themn,their call p:o- 
miſled, and time intimated, 

4. Fer. 61. Thou ſhale receive thy fifter, thy elder avd thy 
*yourger ; here Semeria is (poke of firſt, who firlt ſhall havethe 
goſpel government ſet up in her,and ſhall be acknowledged bythe 


goſpel to be fo, and then God ſhewes how, in ſaying he will give 


them to [ernalem for daughters, who before were Sodowss and Same- 
rias, Rev.20.6. this is the firſt reſurreRion of Churches 
2 2, When ſhall this bee ? 

1. When 7eraſa/ens bath born her lewdneſſe, wer. 5+ 8. 

2. After Jeruſalem hath had all ber daughters, and Kowe or f9- 
dowe all her daughters, and {awari« or the Church departed from 
Rome had her daughters, | 

7. They and their daughters are ſaid to dye, as it were, as the 
true Churches were aboliſhed by Anti-chrift, Anti-chriſt by $4- 
waria ; God now by giving the truth, aboliſheth Epiſcopacy and 
Presbytery the daughters of Samarie, and giving the true know- 
ledge of the goſpel. government, firſt co Seweris which I think 
will be ſeenin Exglard; Godis laid to bring Senvarias daughters, 
and then after will Romes daughters, France , Spaine, & &. a» 
mong whoſe returne the Iewes ſhall be called, and returne alſo , 
and the new /eraſalemfhall receive them for daughters. So that I 
ſuppoſe the true goſpel. government will be ſet np, and ſpread into 
fartherparts, Domimons and Countreys, then ever the Apoliles 
_ ic, and continue much longer in time and purity in the 
world. 

4« So ow and Samiaria ſhall lay down in a ſhort time thelr 
corruptions, abominations, and falſe governmevr, taking up the 


- 


(50 
5; This cannot be underſtood of laſt day of Indgement, thar 
after that reſurre&ion the ſpiritnall harlot Sedow or Samaria ſhall 
bedaughcers, that is be conſtitured Churchesaccording to the goſpel 
attern. be 
: 6. Nor of Sedow burnt by fire, in Gez. 20, for they ſhall never 
hereafter be given to be dallghrers to /eruſalews. 

7. This Scripture held by ſome to make agaioſt the call of che 
Iews, rightly underRood, makesa firong and undeniable proof of 
It. at any whatloever, 

1. The Scripture following, ſat. 25. 20. compared with Luke 
19.17. the ficit which is he in Afa:thew had the five Talents, is 
promiſedtobee in Luke made Ruler of ten Cities, which ſcemes to 
metoſhey that there ſhall be abundance more of Churches under 
the new /er»ſalew to be, then under that that was ; the Gentiles 
ſhall briog their glory, riches, chat is, wiſedom, learning, knowledge, 
their alluntoit, In which is ſhewn how the Minittry ſhall bee 
taken from the fingle Miniſtry, and given tothe true Church Com. 
bination, after which, before the end way be Apoſtacy toa twofold 
Miniſtry, but never to a ſingle Miniſtry more. 

HMath, 25.14,15; The Kingdons of Heaven, &c, 

Ta theſe words of Matthew, are to bee conſidered two generall 
things. 1, That which is the Parabolicall ſence of the Scripture, 
2. Thatwhich is the Myſticall or the Prophetick ſence, In the firtt 
we areto confider what this Parable is alledged for by the Lord, 
and that is to fer out the Kingdom of Heaven by, not in the inward 
operations of it on the Soule, but the outward adminiftrations of ir 
inthe Miniſtry of the word, &c« 

2, Yee have the way the Lord takes in thediipofing the govern 
ment of the-Ehurch, called the Kingdom of Heaven. 

1. E'x44s64, hee didit by a call,theway by which he ordained his 
Diſciples at thefitlt, and Rtilldoth by an ordinary call of his m:flen, 
gers, and without which none are to undertake the Miaittry, 

© 2, Thoſe that are called, ate called j/ivs Sau; his own lervants : 
in which is ſignified the ſeparating of the Minitters of the goipe! from 
all ocher jimployments, and the deftinating of them unto this only, 
eAfr 6, 4. without which the Miniſtry cannot bediſcharged, ] 

3+ Afcer their Call and Separation, then he comes to intruſt them 
with the diſpenſations of the goſpel, rightly called his goods, in 
which Sachan nor the world haye not the leaft property , which 


(51) eyes! 
are lefe td the Miniſters only, nor the people, 2 (5. 4.-1:3; 
4+ In the aumber of his ſervants which are three, they have the 
humber of the Miniſters ordained by Chriſt, for the right govern» 
ment of the Church in this world untill the end. 

5. Yee have the diſpoſing of theſe goocs of Chriſt remarkably ſer 
down, the manner how, and that is not all co ay one, but one hath 
one, anothertwo, the third five Talents, 

6. He that had his one, had his Call from Chrift ,hisO:dination 
' from Chriſt, his intruſtment, his Talent from Chrilt , that is Jare 
Divine as well as he that had five. 

7. Theſe aredeliyered to each according to his ability : 

1. Signifying, that one of the Church Miniſters hath more com+ 
mitted co him then an other. 

2+ He that had five, had as much as his ability could enable 
him to exerciſe, he could not exerciſe therwo the ſecond had, or 
that one more then his own fiye which the third bad : 

:+ Which ſhewes, it was not the minde of Chrid, nor is it in 
the power of man to exerciſe the whole Miniſtry, which by the 
Lords Inſtitution is to be done by three. | 

Objef, This is a novelty and a new found Expoſition, 

Refp. If it be the truth, receive it thongh ; but (ſemen, Alex. lib.x. 
Stre,qunderſtands hereby the Teachers ofthe Church. 

2, An uncertaine Author on Mathew tranſlated by Eraſmus, 
and bound up wich thethird Tom. of (hryſoſtome+, applyeth theſe 
co the Miniſtry ; firſt, the five Talents co the Pregbytery, which 
he makes to be Government, Preaching,Baptiſm,offeriag Sacrifice 
and Prayer for the Pecple. 1 N37 

2+ The two Talents to the Deacon, which he makes his godly 
life and faichfull Miniſtry in his Deaconſhip. 

3- The one Talent he underſtands tobe the Peoples knowledge. 

1. The Miniſtry of the Goſpel was fallen in Chyſoſtewes times, 
in moſt places of the world; hence it is no wonder if it be applyed 
rothe Miniitry; the application holdeth not correſpondency wich 
the: Text, 

2,\f one betobeapplyed to the Miniſtry, then all are; there is 
no difference in call,inappointment to the Miniſtry,inthe Steward- 
ſhip, in the nature of the goods that the one had or the other, but 
in thequanticy only, | 
3+ Itthisbe faidof the people and Miniſters, then all Miniſterial 
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Dh , (52) | 
differetices are deſtroyed betywine People and Minifters hereby; 


— _  _  -_w_ 
p , 


to hayeir whilethey haye ir, having it in-an unknown tongue. 


Many have given 'their judgement whatj theſe Talents are ſeye- 
rall wayes|, as Selmeren in Perebolis , but I paſſe that, and come 
tothe mylticall ſence or prophetick. | 

1. God prediRt by the unproficablenefſe of the man only which 
had but one Talent, which indeed is the firſt Minifiry called che 
Door, the miſery of the Church under a fingle Miniftry, in the 
time of Antichriſt, whoſe work it was to deſtroy the true Goſpel= 
Miniſtry of three,and fer up his Beb/e Miniſtry of one fingly in the 
World inſtead thereof. 

2, God prediQs he. ſhould have but one Talent that ſhould bee 
truly gold, which is the Word; the reſt under chat Minifiry, ſhould 
be corrupt ſpurious falſe and fained things, indeed ſcroffe and drofle 
to be burned. - 

3- Vader this one unfaichfull Miniſtry ſheuld be a hiding of 
chat Talent it had, which fignifieth a hiding or ſbutting -up of 
the Scriptures in an unkwon tongue. 

4. The conyerting the Goſpel-Government contained in! the 
Word, which was from heaven and heavenly , into an earthly 


* conſticution tending only to wordly glory and greatneſle, the one 


being of God, the other of man, the one the pattern of heayenly 
things, the other of earthly things. 

The doeme of God written of him, verſ. 29, cleares the truth of 
the intended myſtery, from him that hath not ,'ſhall be taken ghac 
which he hath. 

1+ This cannot be nnaderſtood of any but of a Miniſter , nor be 
verified in a particular perſon, but muſt be done in a publick ſpirie 
euall generall ſence of Scripture ; you may apply it to Judas in 
ſome kinde, who was the lively repreſentative of Antichriſt : But 1, 
he without all queſtion had more then one Talent: 2, This here 
doth mainly intend the ordinary Church-Miniſtry and not ex- 
craordinary. 

2. The Scripture faith he hath the goods of his Lord, and againe 
he isſaid not to have them, 

7. Signifying that be ſhould have fiominally, formally, and in 
fhew thoſetbings the erue Charch of God hath, 

2,That he hath them not really and indeed accqding to cheLords 
Inſticutien,the Word indeed it hath,and the may be ſaid nor 


3 
3. God will cake away that which be fcemeth to have 
1, This we ſe partly done in the diſcovery the World hath in 


| part already made of her [dolatrous Worſhip, 


2. Inthe Saints, condemning her Church, Charch-Miniftry and 
Ordinances , to be Aati-chriſtian, Superſticious , Heatheniſh and 
ungodly. 

3. The full caking away, will be when God ſhallere& a true 
faichfull Miniſtry and pure Ordinances among his Saints in the 
place of chat Idol worfhip, as in verſ.28, 

«Appl. r. Theſe all mece in Antichriſt as lines of a circumfe- 
rence in its Center, and ſo in him as in none but bim. 

2. Ancichrif, is he the Goſpel Propheſies aime at, that ſhould 
diftarb,counterfeir, and oppoſethe truth of the Lord, under whom 
the Church cbanges ſhould be. 

3. Antichriſt, is he from whom the Talent ſball be caken, who 
is indeed tho unprofitable ſervant to his Lord in the Minifiry , hee 
deing to be deſtroyed. 

4. How ia a generall Scripture-ſence,theſe can be underſtood of 
any, bur Anti-chrift I know not ( but ſhould gladly be enformed) 
he is to be a called Miniſter, and intruſted with the, Goſpel which 
the firſt Biſhops were by the Lords Inſtitution ; he proves unfaith- 
fall, hides :he Word, turnes the Diſcipline ofir co earthly advance» 
ments, that hiding the Goſpel ends muſt have a fall and beruin'd, 
> Mingftry taken from him, after which the Church is to be re- 

ored, 

3+ MyRery, inthe yerſ.28, where the Talent is taken from him, 
and givento him that hath tenne Talents. 

I. In which is ſhewed Antichtiſts Miniſtry ſhall be deſtroyed. 

2+ In that it is given to the firſt, it ſhewes he reftauration of ehe 
Goſpel-Miniltry and Goyernmenc in the Church againe to bee 
as inthe beginning, 

3+ That God will bleſſe by degrees in the uſe of meanes, chat 
Miniftry to whom theone Talent ſhall be given,abundancly, from 
five to renne, which ſhewes it will be extraordinary , but not by 
an excraordinary Way, as verſ. 16, 

4 It is given to the fir Miniſtry which is the Evangeliſt, the 
a& of Ordination being Primarily in him , by whom with others 
the Church ſhould come to be re-eſtated;andro himbad two which 


was the Paſtors, 
a YL 5: The: 
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5. The taking away of the one, a6d the giving of theote Ta- 
lent, Ggnifies at Authoricacively by ſome one that has power to 
doe it, this at ſhall be done in the Church before the burnings of 
Anti-chrift- 

Obje&,r, Here he that had five, hathtenve, which is morethen 
alithe Minifity had, which were but cight in all;and therefore one 
man may exerciſe all, 

t. Shewes the abundance of knowledge the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel chat ſhallbe , ſhall be bleſſed with, and how happy the 
world ſhall be in them, or in particular him that is deſigned for 
the Churches refGauration. 

2+ What is ſignified by the words de elvzs rum, other 
five Talents; firſt, they areother indeed, but not in kinde as the 
three other Talents are which doe differin kinde from his five, but 
the ſamefive Talents or gifts are encreaſed in him, in the uſe of 
them more then they were double. 

3. Though he had tenne, the other that had two, had foure, and 
the unproficable ſervant had his one, fo that he that had the tenne, 
did not like Pharohs cattel] , one eatup the other, 

4. The one's being given to him that had the ten, was but that he 
that had the ten asthe Apoſtles by their extraordinary Call,did before 
come'to ſet up by Gods approbation,the Ordinances in the Church 
-of Chriſt as they were firſt inſtituted in the Word, which when once 
done, he wasto leayeitto them to exerciſe as the Apoſtles had 'done 
before him, and only exerciſe his owne part ordinarily in the 
«Church. 


17. Having ſpoken of the Church. Miniſtry, we now come to ſpeab o 
4 jp Church. Eldar, or belping Reler. kf 
ME topleaſe the Magi'lrate have: demoliſhed this Officer out 
of the Church,and ſetup a counterfeic in his place, for whom 
Idare boldly affirm there is no one word of Inſticuiionin the Go» 
ſpel to be found, to doe thatheis appointed to doe, 
T he true helping Governonr : | 
1. Is indeeda Lay—Elder. 
2. His Inſtitution is without laying on of hands, Bilſen.cap. a 


perp. Charch-Government'; if they had laying onof hands, the 
had got becn Lay-Elder, . y 
2. The 


('s5) 
3. The goſpel hath inſticuted no Chnrch.lay Officer, buc that of 
1 Cor, s.r. 6. who was only ſet up to compoſe differences in the 
Church in civill affaires, 

. There is no ioftirucion for any ſuch Officer in the Church; as 
the Lay-Elders under Presbytery are aſſigned unto : ſo theycannor 
but be an Anti-Ghriftian Office ating by a Anti- Chriftizn power , 
unlefſe we fay there are to be Officers and Offices in the Church that 
are notof goſpel inſtitution. As ſor that broughe to prove them ont of 
2 Chron.1g.9-10.it is of no validity; Chriſt faith, No man putteth a 
old piece, no not 4 piece to 4 new Garment ; therefore that is not 
Chriſts mind that they whatever their Office was, ſhould be to rule 
under the goſpel, though I chink their Office was far differing from 
Lay-Eldets now. 

5s The Office of the Elder was not about Ecclefiatticall chings, 
but 1. 7zdy4, an ordinary bufineſle, wer. 1« and then ver. 2, jaa- 
+iswy, theleſler things, ver. 3. 4w7nd, things of this life or live- 
lihood; and to.thigy, Chroni2, 19.11. Amariah is for the mat- 
ters of the Lord, and Zebadiah in the matters of the King, ver.10. 
proves it cleately, 

The word e3i2e7s fgnifieth the Churches inſtituting ſome,and 
in anautoricative way among themſelves for determining diftecen- 
ces amonglt them ,occalioned about things aboveſaid, aSin ver. 4. 

* Queſtion 'will be whether the governour (et up; by the Corix+ 
thians were [ure divin. 

The Governours Rows 12.8. 1 Cor. x 2+ 38. arefaid tobe ſet up 
of Godinthe Church ; theaſame is meant donbtleſſe, t Tim. chap. 
5. Ver. 17, Inſtitution for an other Governour then [this in this 6 
to thejCorsmthians; I prove all thoſe hold the contrary, to ſhew , 
1* The grounds to be obſerved by the Church in ordaining Lay- 
Elders, are laid downe by the Apoſtle in this Chapter as fully as 
forthe ordainingany other Officer in the Church : Firſt hee muſt 
be qualified with wiſedome , a wile man : Secondly a Charch- 
member : Thirdly a member of their owne Church, a wiſe man 
among them; which proves it to be a proper office pertaining r0 
the well governingof every Church: Fourthly they areto bee ſer 
up to judge by the Churches authority, Fifthly the Apoile doth 
: wpprove the practiſe by argurnents drawn & mejore «ad mins! ; they 

aſe jult, rhcrefore fir ro judge, and more fit then thoſe are unjuſt, 


before whom they broughg their Cauſes co tryall, chey. ſball judge 
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"the World and Angels, how mnch. more the things of this life: 


2.1 theſe are /wre divino,then whetherare they to continne in 
the Church or not, they beivg ſer down in Scripture to be ſer up in 
the Primitive Ch 

Reſponſ. Maſter; $*/ſon Chap, 10, Perper. Church Government, 
faith, they had noauthprity, neceſſity, nor perpetuity; and after in 
Chriſtian Common» Wealths theſe Indges muliceaſe, becauſe there 
is nocauſe of declinining the Tribunall of Chtiſtian Magittrates, 

Yer he himſelfe conteſſethy thete ro be Governours and Mode- 
ratours of their brethrens quarrels and contentions; others he finds 
not inthe Apoftolick writings, but ſuch as withall were watchmen 
and ſeeders, (hap. ibid. page 142, who then if not thele were the 
helping Governouts? | 

1. He cals them Governours, and yet ſaith rhey had no autho- 
rity, and 1 T7. 5. 17. God requires obedieneeto thoſe that rule 
well. N 

2 They were ſetup or appointed by the whole Church,which muſt 
be apublick intruſtment of theC hurch beftowed upon ſome particular 
perſons ſor thisend inthe Church, which is the common groundot 
authority that is ſer up over a free people as the Church in this 
caſe. 

2-iMaſter Ztlſonr Title of his Book, is the Peypetwal! Govern- 
were of Chriſts Charch, which ſhewes that the Goyernment in the 
beginning inftituted by the Apoſtles in the Church, and conſequent- 
ly the Governours,are to bee perpetuall, of which this x (o7.; 6. r* 
Was One, 

Objett. Theſe were ſet uponly to prevent feandals among the 
Heathen, under the Chriſtian Magiſtrate; it needs not to be. 

_—_— never intended the being of a National! Church in the 
World. . * 

2, | If once Churches come to bee colieced, there is the ſame 
reaſon for them now, that ever there was in the World. 

3+ Ir was inflitured co prevent ſcandals, as well within rhe 
Church from offending one another, as without from the offending 
the world, 

Objeft. This were to eccliple Magiſtracy, 

1. Heraleth for the Magiſtrate, and under him, Row. 13. and 
is to becaccomptable ro the Magiltrate for his aRts ifrequired. 
2. He ruleth not as the Magiſtrate by the ſyord to compell or 


force, - 


py” 


py”; 


Spaqons 
force, or lay any pecuniary mul@s on thoſe thar diſobey, or corporal! 
puniſhment ; that indeed were tojrake the ſyord out of the Magi= 
frates hand ; but by the word and by love, ſhewing what ® the 
command of Chriſt 1n their ſeverall caſes one to perform to ano» 
ther, 

3. To me it ſeemes the Apoſtle allndes to this power in the 
Church only, be writing to the Charch, Romy. 13. 1.Let every ſoule 
be ſubjeft to the higher Power, and fo cals the Church Elder the 
inferionr power, ſo that thiseRtabliſhes the Magiſtrate. 

Objeft, You ſay the Chareh ſhould fer him up,and fo he Bands 
not by the Magiſtrate, 

Reſpoxſ, Indeed,he Rands jure divine : now the priviledge God 
hath given the Saints, is no more then the Magiſtrate gives to 
every petty Incorporation, which is, that they (hall choole their 
own Magilirates | 

Objet, The City Magiltrate rules by the Law of the publick 
Magiſtrate. | 

Reſponſe. T rue, the Elder rules inthe Chureb by the goſpel, which 
if the world could beare, it were far better if all were raled by ir 
onely. | | 

TOA God ruled by the Magiliracy of Rowe , by the Law of 
natute, by Moſes government, 1D a way that wade men more ho- 
ly and metrcifnll one to another then others were z why ſo? God 
rules one way 1D the world, another way in the Church,more evan- 

elically, merci/ully ; the members have a ſpirit of love by which 
they are taught to ſeek not theirown, but the goodof one another. 

2. As in proceedirg in the Church, firſt reilone or two, then 
the Chuteh : ſo remedy ſhould be ſought by this way of the Church 
firſt before any other. 

3. In caſe the member ſubmic not to wholeſome counſel accor- 
ding to the nature of the fa, the eccleſiaſtical! Officers being firſt 
acquainted with it, they may ſnſpend from Sacraments,excommu= 
nicate , and deny ſociety to them untill ſarisfaRionin ſor? way be 
givento the Church, 

3+ This is authority enough for Chriſt. to rule by, which capnor 
be any way offenſive to Magiſtrates, it is a ſmall booatobe gran- 
red Chriſt : every free ſubjeR is granted as much inhis houle, and 
ſhall not Chriſt have it inhis Charch ? what hath Chriſt among the 
people, where he hath not this? 

I 4+ As 
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4, As the Church is dividedfrom the world, ſoisits government, 
they themſelves though being ſabje& ro the Magiltrate as Gods 
Vicegerenc. TR 

5+ The Magiſtrate, Rem. 13.3. is faid 10 be ordained for the 
praiſe of them that do weil ; now.the Elderin the Church prevent- 
ig ſcandals in the world, compoſing differences, preſerving peace 
inthe Church in a Goſpel way, according to Chriſt,doth well; chere- 
foreihe Magittrate is to encourage him, uphold him againſt thoſe 
that oppoſe him, _ 

6. The Elders of theChurch Nationall, z Chr». 1 9.are redu- 
ced to the government of the Church particular, 1 (Cor. 5. 13, 
theſe Elders have not to do tojudge any without the Church, heir 
authority is bounded, 

Objett. This is che v. ay ro exempt the Church from the publick 
Magiſtratescommand, 

1. They are commanded obedience to thetn, as ro the higher 
Power, and as ordained of Gods 

2- Are to pay Cuſtome and Tribute to then, 

3. Todefend, honour, and maintaine chem. 

4. To pray for them. ; 

1. Magiſtracy .s exalted by it, if that they rule over thoſe which 
rule in a more excellenr way then other Under-rulers in the 
Common- wealth, 

2+ The Churches obedience is better then theirs of the world; 
they obey of conſcience, the other of neceſſity and feare. 

3. Inthe world avaturall man way bea fic helperin the Church; 
bemnk be a wiſe beleever and a Saint. 

4. The Magiſtrates office is to ſee the Church under his Turif- 
diRion hath all char liberty, authoricy and pewer left free toir, to 
exerciſe within it felfe, Chriſt left ir without impaire, 

5+ Itis neceſſary the Magiftrate have a help in Chureh as well 
23 1n the world, hee being no more able to do all the one then all 
the other of himſelfe. ; 


T hat the Church ought to chooſe this Officety. 


I- They have the choyce of all other as Miniſters and Deacons, 
and of this alſo; therefore ic were wrong to deprive the Church 
of the choyce of thele az of the orhero 


2 The: 


| -: 
2 The Elders Confiitution depends eh his EleAion by the 


Church, | 
3 By thisthepeople more gladly aſſent to his determination, be- 
nM - cauſe choſen of themſelyes, - 


4. To prevent all meanes of riſe of offence in the Church, 

5- To ſhew hee muſt be approvedly known for integitty and 
abilicy, that is co be ingruſted herewith, 

6. They being enlightned men , know how and whom to 

choole better then others, and therefore God cruſted them 
with theſe priviledges chemfelyes, and left it not co Miniſters 
wichin, or Magiſtrates of or without the Church. 
LH «ppl. Gods people will make no ill uſe of this, that the Ma- 
'J + giſtrate ſhould haye cauſeco feare them, for they will chooſe the 
moft godly wiſe man among them, which is the beſt choyce for 
the Magiſtrate and themſelyes alfo, 


_” [n the Exerciſe of this Authority. 
= 1. The Elders of one Church haye no Authoritative power 


oyer any other Church then cheir own. 
' 2, Nor have they to doe with mer! of che work! without the 
Chuich. 
3. I ſuppoſe if differences ariſe between members of ſeyerall 
";* Churches, then ſome of the Elders of each Church may be nomi- 
nated to compoſe them. 
4. If injary be done to 3 member by onc not belonging to any 
Church, if {a:15faion cannot be had any other way, he may ap» 
peale the Offender before the Iudge withour ſcandall. 
. 5. If injury bee done by a member to one wichout, the party 
-"_— may ſeek reſticution, and complaine to the Elders agaialt 
im, 
6, This Govermen is the golden ſcepter; the c&mpulſory power 
by corporall puniſhments, is asthe Iron rod. 
; ag 7+ By this, colt is ſpared , poverty prevented, unity avd peace 
continued, ſcandalspreyented to the world without and members 
_ and edification exceedingly furcthered hereby among the 
aints, 


I now adde a word mere © prove this general] pracins of 
I 2 | 


«& Ll 
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chis government held ont in Scriptures to bee exerciſed in the 
Church. 
Dext. 32. Is 

I, - Heare O Heavens, that is the Church or Saints of 
God, . 

2, Heare O Earth, that is the World of unbelievers ; two ſorts 
of perſons being intended herein, | 

3oIcis emplyed that what he'had to ſay concerned both theſe 
two ſorts of people. 

4+ Note inthe Metaphor, raine comes down from heaven and 
not goes upto heayen, as the words here(lignificd muſt if heayen 
be meaar literally, 

3. The Earths minifiry is meant in this, heare the word: of my 


mouth. 

2: The Church-Miniſtry ; x. Ir difſtils as the deaw ; 2. It drops 

as the raine on the tencer. herb; 3. As the ſhowers upon the 
raſle, | 

, 1. How ficly theſe hold out the differing Miniſtry, the DoRor . 

Miniſtry —y the principles of grace as deaw, 

2+ The Paſtor dropping. 

3. The Evangelift ſhowring ic down in abundance. 

4. Here are two ſorts expreſſed, thetender herb, the grown grafſe ; 
but 3 emplyed,the tender herb being to'ſer out the children of the 
Church and the youth, by diftilling and dropping , being both ſer 
before and applyed to the: tender berb, 

Cent,6.g, WAN (MINS MIN Wh NNN yy Dove 5s one, 
my perfett one is one, ſhee i; deare to her mother, the choice one of her 
that bare her. 

I. 1 choſe this place above other , becauſe Mr Brightman and 
others underſtood it to fignifie the Goſpel eftates, 

2, It is without queſtion, wholy ſpoken of che Church, 

T1. Here is her birth, as born under the DoRtor Miniſtry. 

. 2+ Her Doycſhip or reſervedneſſe co Chriſt under the Pa- 
Ors 

3. Her perfeion under the Evangeliſt ' 

4+ Her unity expreſſed, though under divers Adminiſtrations 
and eſtates, ſhee is one, ſhe is one, 

Marh.13.33; The three meakures of meale fignific Rnghon 

ties 


ſocieties of Saints; the Leayen and hiding of it, the Goſpel and the 
threefold Miniftry thereof, 

Math.17.23. The good ground is faid to bring out in ſame a 
hundred, jn other ſixty, in other thi:tyfold. ; 

I. The ſed isone, 

2+ The ground is ſaid to be good. 

3. Ic is differericed nor in it ſelfe, but in its fruit. 

4+ This difference is only threefold, to ſhew amongſt the Saints 
in the Church, there was a threefold diviſion and no more, 
o leaſt is thirty, the ſeeond doubles ir, "the third is more then 

th. 4 

Rev. 11.1. There was a Reed given me like a rod, andthe eAngel 
ftord and ſaid, Ariſe ond meaſure the Templeof God, and the cAltar, 
and the Worſhipers therein, 

1. This was done-under the ſixth Trump, and reſpects chat 
time in which we live. 

2. In this time , the Goſpel Primitive pattern is revealed, by 
which at firſt the way and Church of God wasſet up inthe world 
” and governed. 

2. All are reduced totheſe three heads, that are tro be meaſared; 
firt, the Temple ; ſecondly, the Altar; thirdly , the worſhippers. 

1. A materiall Temple is not meant, God intending not the 
building of any, | 

2. Nor can the myſticall Temple be meant here , that is ſer out 
'1n that word worſhippers. 

3-Though not the Temple, yet ſomething of the Temple is alluded 
untoof God in this place , which I rake to bee the forme of the 
Temple which was divided unto three parts, ſhadowing the three 
ſocieties of Saints nnder the Goſpel, WE, 

1. The Porch, the DoRtor ſociety ; 2. The place of Prieſts ſa- 
crifice ; 3. TheSanitum Sanftorum,che Evangeliſt ſociety. 

Sothat by the meaſuring of the Temple , 1 ſuppole is intended of 
God, that a tric ſurvey ſhouldin theſe times come to be taken of 
what pertained to each differios Church ſociety, Ordinances and 
Orders appertaining thereunto, 


The ſecond thing Meaſured is the «Altar. 
I» Under the Layy, there were two Altars which ſhadowed the 


_ 


Divine. 


| 
| 
| 


Divine kature, and humane hatufe of Chriſt, hore reduced to ehe, 
mentioned Heb,13,1 0- 

2», Chiift here repteſented is not'to bee meaſured, Fob. 3, 
verſ. 34. the Spirit was not given by meaſure to him , ſo that 
man cannot meaſure Chritt gifrs as Mediator , much lefle as 
God; hence this can not be meant of Chriſt, as in himſelfe, but 
asin the word. 

3. Hencethe meaſuring of the Altar, is only that Chriſt ſhould 
be preached fo to the ſociety of children as the Word the mea- 
ſure holds him out in the Elementary or Doatrinall parc there- 
of, 1 Theſſ. 2.4. Paul, Timothy ,_Sylvanus, preach only -as they 
are allowed of God therein , the Goſpel, an allewance what 
ro Preach to each ſociety, viz. DoArine jin the Doors, Exe 
hortations in the Paſtor, Conſolation in the Evangeliſts- ſos 
ciety. 

7. Thar in all the ;Saints Societies, Chriſt isto be ſetup as at 
Altar, at which all are.co offer, all having to offer to God there- 
on, es|well Infai.tsas men, Heb. 13. 10. 

1. The differing Miniftries are ſet down in the Tenjple, in ſevera!! 
diftin& places. 

2. The DcErine in the Altars meaſuring. 


3. As theſe are meaſared for thepeople, ſo the people are mea» 
ſured for them, 


1. Signifying, none are to be admitted to the firft Goſpel Mi- 
niſtry wichour meaſuring, 

2+ In the Gofpel is a meaſure for all Saints, by which Infams 
are known to be Infants, young men known from Infants, and 
Fathers from either; but of theſe more largely in an Expofiti- 
on 1 intend to ſer forth on the Revelatiov, if God permir, 

eApph. That God will in theſe dayes have the Goſpel eftate 
re-ereQted accordingto the pattern ,in which Minifiry ,meanes and 
_—_ ſhall be all made anſwerable co the Goſpel pattern or 
meaſure. 


3. All Formes come ſhore of this, can ſtand no more then 
Dagon before the Atke, 


ſhall edde one place more to thoſe in my other Tracts, u- 


fed to prove mixt ſocietiesto ſhew how invalid they are,|and how 
unficly applied, 
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2 Tim, 3-20. In a great boyſe, are veſſels of gold, ſilvar , weed 
and earth ; therefore fay ſome, in the Chureh are co be good 
and bad. 

Chryſoſt. in locum 

Onuemadmodune in majeri dome neceſſaria eff magna differentia 
vaſorums, ita in toto orbe; non enim cam ſimilttudinem ad Eceleſiem 
refert, ſed ad univerſum mundum. 

Throp. in Verb. 

In magna dome vaſa eſſe diverſa, hune mundum «ſe non Eccleſi 
am dicit in hoe loco ;, nam in Eccleſia nil vult ligneuns efſe, ſed ex 
auro wniverſa effetta ; anrea qui virtme ſunt predits ; lignea ſunt 
inepis; ſi now ad virturem, ad mund: tamen confireationem & fa- 
rms ſat miles, val ad diſpenſationes nounullas maxime conferunt ut 
Pharao. 

x- It will appexre more plaine, if- wee conſider God when hee 
compares the Church, compares it to heaven and heavenly things ; 
this is too earthy to bee 2 repreſentative of the Church, Kev, 
21, 18.21. 

1 Gal. 6. 16. God ſpeaking of the Church as of a houſe, 
cals it the houſhold of Faith, 

3- The (Church is the Patterne of Heavenly not Earthly 
things. 

Obje. The Church is compared to a graine of maſtard ſeed , 
ke of: Theſerhinga repe&t th he goſ 

eſponſ. Theſe thinga reſpect the grace of the goſpel in men, and 
the Xn of God, and nor the a. res of -— my which here 
is ſaid only to be intended, | 


18, That this forme of Government it aimed at by the Apoſiler , 
11 alſo clearly ſeen inthe generall form of the Epiſtle ; ( which is 
no ſmall Argument ts prov it) ar well as part cular inſtruftions 
and inſtanc's comained in particalar places of Scrip- 
twre, The Epiftle I ſhall inflance in, is ; 


that of the eApoſtle Paul 
tothe Clears 


He firſt generall part ef the Epiſtle, I rake to bee general 
applyedto the whole Church, and is contained in chap, 1. ww 


| 


| 


[ 


” 
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: 


| (64) 
the firſt foure verſes of the ſecond Chapter, 
1. Part whereof containes Salutations and Prayer for the whole 
Chnrch, chep. x from ver. 2.10 11. 

2. From verſe 12-to theendof the 4 verſe chap, 2. hee holds 
out Chriſt, and the Communion Pasl aud Timothy had with rhem, 
and they with all Saints in Heaven and Earth in Iefus Chriſt, as 
members in a body, of which Chrift is Head and Saviour. 


Inthe next place, the Apoſtle prepares or makes way to. deſcend 
to the particular Church ſo:i:tyes. 


"Ver. 5. Hecomesto mention theorder obſeryed by them in the 
government of their Church. 


Ver. 6. He exhorts them as they have received Chritt, ſo they 
would walk in him, which implicth there was among chem a dit- 
ferent receiving of Chriſt ; ſome received him in the goſpel milke, 
others in the goſpel meate, ſome received him from the Door in 
his Miniſtry , others fiom the Paſtor in bis Miniſtry ; differing firſt 
in Degrees, lecondly in Meanes , thirdly} in the Word and Mi- 


Bs Sa m- niftry alſo, _u 
rr0bts « Ver. 7, Hee ſweetly and plainly illuſtrates this truth by a three. 


fold Metaphor. 


1, Rooting, an alluhon taken from a rree, andficly tobe apply- 
ed tothe Doter-Miniftry, who teacheth the Principles and Fun. 
damenrtals of Chriſt, the firft way of receiving Chriſt, 


2, And built in him,a Metaphor tak«n from a houſe not founded, 


: but built up, having a higher degree in irof Chriſt, another way 


of receiving Chrift, 


Notethe change of the Metapho! hath init a ſignification of dif- | 


ſerence to-bee in the ſocieties the Saints had among them at 'Co- 
leſſe, and alſo of their differing condition in Chriſt ; hee otherwiſe 
might have uſed one Metaphor as figificantly, and have aid being 
founded on and builded upin him, &c. but changing the Mcraphor, 
he Ggnificantly ſets our and implies a MyRery therein to bee un- 
folded. 

3. And eftabliſhed, which is the laſt way of receiving Chriſt; 
under the diſpenlations of the Goſpel MiniRers 1n this preſenc 
les 
| eAppl, That 


£4 


£4 


5) 


. Ap. That in theſe clearly the order named verſ.;, is here 2x- 
plained, how and in what it did confiſt , inthe Mi | right 
rooting beginners, —_— other believers, and eſtabli 
ing ochersin the grace of the olpel by ſeveral degrees, as they 
had received Jeſus Chriſt. 

O4jef. The Apoltle, if he meant the change of ſocieties in the 
—_—— metaphersinthe firſt, Why he did not change themin 
the la 

ReSþ. «The thing was ſufficiently cleared in the firſt metaphor 
ro choſe Churches, who had this orderereed among them. 

2 This of eſtablithed may be applied co-other metaphors,as well 
as that of building or planting. 

3- Though the metaphor be not changed , the at is a different 
at, which ihews a different means to be uſed for the end intended 
by the Apoſtle inthe ching ſpoken of. 

1 The-cext clearly proves it, that this order generally , for the 
rooting, building, and eſtabliſhing , is to he done by teaching : ſo 
faith the holy Ghoſt, «As ye have been ranghr. | 

2 "The adverb z#w5 ſhews, that inthe quality of teaching was 
contained the manner of receiving iChriſt ; and ſhews,that as they 
differed in the receiving of Chriſt, ſo in the teaching Chriſt. 


2 General, From verl. 11 of chap. 2. tothe end of verſ.-11 
of chap. z. the Apoſtle applieth himſelf onely to ſpeak unts 
the rooting of rooted Chriſtians, 


1 Shewing theze was £0 be a ſpiritual Circumciſion wrought: in 
them, by which is occaſioned a putting off the body of the tins of 
the fleſh, verſ. 17. which conſiſts in a ſpiritual ſenſe given them of 
fin and nature , and.an abominating of them required of thoſe 
made members. | 2 0 

2 After this they are to þe baptized, in which theyare ſaid-ro be 
co; and riſen with 'him through rhe faith of the operation of 
3 After this, verſ. 13, 14, 15, ye have what Chriſchath done for 
thoſe thus baptized, and how heisrobepreached untorhein. 

4 From verſ. 16. ye have the end contained, the abolition of 

: K cere- 


the infant-ſociety of the Saints. | 

5 From chap 3. verl. 1, to the end of verſ. 2, he provoketh the 
Saints tO a ſpiritual trial of themſelves, their eſtates and converſa- 
tions, and ſhews what accompanieth true regeneration in the 


Saints. Y.g. he gives the reaſon, they have put off the old man with * 


his deeds, making a publike renunciation of. the deeds of the fleſh 
before bapriſine, ver. 10. and have put on the new, that is,by co- 
venants, promiſes, by ſacraments, in which all are alike intereſſed: 
for nor Greek nor Jew,circumciſion nor uncircumciſion, Barbarian 


kb,” nor Scythian,boud nor free, but Chriſt is all in all. Application 


in theſe verſes predicted and applied, ye have generally ſet down 
what is to be taught the ſociety of infants, and what 15s required 
of them, though the firſt Epilile of Fohn is that which ſolcly con- 
cerns the Infants of the Church ; the Apoſtles, as they ſaw occa- 
fion, writing ſometimes more largely of the duty of one Society 


to one Church then to another , as they ſaw occaſion required in 


the Churches eſtate they wrote unto. 


Fhe ſecond part of Mmilſtery , or the Socicty of Young-men, 
as concerned in verſe 12, 13. 

I. 15 intiinated ina ſecond putting on of Chriſt, which is to be 
according to the ele& of God, as holy and beloved ones. 

2, This is to be manifcfted in the inward ſpirituall operati- 
ons of Chrilt io the minde, ſet out m bowels of mercy, kind- 
neſſe, humbleneflz of minde, meeknefſs, long-ſuffcring, ver. 13. 
Forbearing one another, forgiving one another; If- any 'man 
bave a quarrell againſt any man, even aa CER15T forgave you, ſo 
dee ye alſo. | 

x. in theſe doe 1 __ are contained thethings cbicfly to 
be preſſed onthe Saints of the Paſtors Society, and to reprove thoſe 
that fail amongſt them in obedience hereunto. 

. 2, Not that here, or in any other Epiſtle in particular, is all 
to be taught in this Society ; but the whole Scripture pertainipg to 
that Society, is, that is only ſufficient to inſtru&t them to, and fit 
thearfor the perfeRting Miniſtery, , - , 9, 

3. Ep of Zobw'is only for the Rooting of Saints. 


1 Ep. 


| | 6E 
ceremonies, things which uſually were a trouble to the weak, or. 


| 6). 
x Ep. of Peter, for the building up of Saints, 

Ep. to the Hebrews, for the ſtabli ing of Saints, which here 
mow as the Third generall Pare of Minifteryz comes to be 
handled ; and is contained in Yerſe 14, aod Ferſe 17,. Io which 
Chriſt is to be put on in Charity, which is faid, To be «* 


bove all. 

Firſt, This is ſaid to be the bond of perfeRion; here, I 
poſe the word owdJ\oyus, 'hath reſpe& to Church bonds, by br 
met were bound to Chriſt in ſome publique way, and to. one 
another, 

Secondly, Verſe 15. they ſhould have the peace of God rule 
in them, | 

- Thirdly, The Word of God dwell richly in them, in all 
wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one anotker in Palms, Songs, 
H mnes., g 

x 1, It is clear, theſe things were not to be applyed to the 
Society of Infants, nor were all belcevers capable of it , onely 
the men in Chriſt are here ſpoken unto , who were to have theſe 
things! in a more abundant and excellent way then others were, 
and whether theſe Plalms were the Sctipture-Palms ' ovly , or 
whether thoſe of that Society only were to- be ſpiritually gifted 
therein; | I ſhall not undertake to determine, they were to be emi- 
nently gifted doubtleſs in all grace, _ 

That that'makes this doRrine the more clear; is, 

1 That with theſe he ends his doRtrine to the Church, there be- 
ing no other Society bat theſe in or of the Church, 

2 Hence he »pplyeth himſelf co domeſtick duties in the fa- 
mily. 

1. Verſe 17, 18. is ſet down what is required of the wife to the 
husband, and husband to the wife. | 

2, Verſe2e, & 21, what is required of Parents to children, and 
Children to parents. | 

3- From ver.22, to ver.25. Servants dutics to their Maſters. 

4+ Cap. 4- ver.1. the duty of Maſters to their Servants. 

5. Ver.2,& 3. Family duties to God are ſet down to be exerciſed 
in private; ef _ I = 2 — 3 Thankſgiving. 

6. Ver. 4. ally they are to » I The Goſpel. 2 The 
Miniſters therecf, : Py o | 

K 2 Now 


( 68} 


| Now from| he Duties in Gbarch, andy riwate in the 


. family, he:comnh 16 ſbew whot is to be dowe towards 
' thoſtobes arewithout the Church, Ver:5.& "7x7 he 


0. Tn reſpeRt of cheir behavior, ir muſtbe in wiſdom. | 
2, In.their 5peeth, ir muſtbe ſeaſoned with Sale bo 


And thys: ba eved them, how things ought to be wich 
- em in the Golp z\ he:comes- to- fhew them how things 
were with him ; knowing the would be defirous of his welbeitg, 


that ſhewed ſuch a defire to them in him of theirs. - 


1. And thus he leaves in general, tothe reportof T Jehiens and | 


One fimus, Verlſ. 7» 8, 9. 

2: Verſ. 11. He rolls who miniſter with' him at Rome, Verſ., 
12, 13. Commends Epaphras , Verſ. 14. Remembers the ſalutes 
of Dems atid Luke. Ver. 15. Salutes the Laodiceans. Verſ.16. 
Commands the Reading of the Epiſtle. Verſ. 17. Mindes A4r- 


a hisminiſkey. ak Verſ.18. Concludes the Epiſtle. 


19% For the ſezting of the Goſpel ſtate up , i muſt be ſet up 
.__ as inthe beginning. 
- 7+, There muſt be a Mother-Church, it which the true form is 
ro uy ſer up. 

. Then there muſt beEldersordaiced, dont forth to thoſe 
Cities firſt that will receive the Goſpel, Aſatth. 10-23, Luke 8.6. 
Chriſt preached inthe villages, preparing for the Goſpel-Govern- 
ment;- Ezck, 47. 8- as under the Temple ftate the waters were 
prophe.ied to be. 

z-:Andchet a way and means is offtered-to thoſe other Towns, 
that are capable of this Government, co ſet it up in them allo, 
4 Beforethis can-beſet up, Parochial ought tobe diſ- 


ſolved. 


5. Where ate not publike meeting places, thore any convenient 
privace houſes ar&ts be made uſe of}, |. 
& That thoſe Miniſters that are noe, of che Church mipiſtey, 


benovadmitted to baptize, or adininiſter the $arraments of the 


Lords Supper ia the place they exerciſe. 
8. That they are to be _ to the Presbyreryof that Coats 


? 


T7) 8 | 
they ace Members' ef, that fo they h. no, othett Doftring, 
hve taught withoar the Chatch. | ww; 
' 7. That the Minifters, without. the Church, be Members of 
ſome Church near them, or not-be admitted $0 miniſter, ro which 
they ſhall miniſter, preparing mem for it. It is obſervable, there 
was no ftanding miniſtry in Se Apoltles time, bus where were 
Churches of Saints in Communion ; . the other miniſtry, if the 
were perſecuted in a place, may leave it. fx 
9. Thoſe that teach withoue the Church, ſhould be maintained 
by the ſtate allowance, Tithes diſſolved, Gal. 6. 6. Lerhiaurhar is 
catechized,communicate, &e. which without the Magiſtrates belp,, 
wonld not. be done by unbeleevers, who love theirG old nor their 


God. - | 

1c. The Church Teachers ſhould freely be maintained by their 
Me The whnieof the Papa), picape), Preduzinl3 

11, The wh * thei Papa), Epiſcopal, Pr al Form, is 
to be diflolved. 1 4 : co Fry, 

1- This was done in the Moſaicak Government, aud ſhall it not 
be in che Antichriſtian ? | 
. 2. Chrilt faith, no- gan patcheth a new garinent with an old 
peece,. no not a-yeece-: . 203 39. al cot! 

3- It ſcemst9 me plain, That the fingle:Anichriftian Miniſter, 
Matth, 25. 18. had nothing Gold but the Valene he hid, which 
was the Word in a ſtrange tongue ; or if any thing elſe, it was 
and will be taken from him. #4094 109151] OI 900 2 
_ 4 tis well obſerved by One ,\.Dewwi ſotere war” ſigillo varias 
materias ſignare.The truth wherof we may:ſte in-che rwo Temples 
before Chriſt ; the firſt was burnt and deftroyed by the Chal/dees; 
ſo the firft. Temple eſtate by perſecution, was GY An- 
tichriſt, and, the Heathen; Emperors ; ; the fecond, is duilded by 
Zornbabel ,, which is| by Interprecation- FaniBable 5 whichvis as 
truly to be verified now,as then, and more/fullyin os;cthenrhenmt; 
for they did not indeed Fan  Zablr, bur thoſe” fer upithe feeond 
Temple under the Goſpel, thall doit. IU J:044 4 g44%0 8 
5+ Revef, 21.5, Bebeld, I will make: ih things' neW, All 
thangs, nov ſome,, inthe bu{inaſe of the new Jer»/e@/0ws," are to be 
made new. The maner- how-it-(hall-be- dope, is fer down by 
Peter , and man cannot prevent it, but thoſe are happy-tbat = "X 

; K 3 ther 


(70). | 
therit, 2 Per. 3,10. The Heavens and the hoſt of them, they 
paſs away, and are diſſolved, and burnt up. 1 ſhall, God willing, 
in my Expoſition of the Revelation, ſpeak of the new Earth. 
Ver(.'11. Then there | is the new Heaven follows, in which 
dwelleth in Righteouſneſs ; ſo that it is a moſt certain truth , all 
preſent Forms, Government, and ways of worſhip muſt be, yea, 
ſhall be diſſolved before, yea,and for the advancement of therrue 
way of Goſpel worſhip Revel. 6.12,3,14. ſhews you the time 
when this ſhall be, and that is under the opening of the ſixt Seal, 
in which, we at this inſtant are under, and ſee the effets pros 
duced, according tothe truth of the great God revealed; how- 
ever the mockers and ſcoffers of the world, have derided it ; fo 
that they mult and ſhall have their mouths ſtopped, and be made 
aſhamed at it. it xd 

Objeft. In many great 'Towns and places, where have been a 
faithful, painful Miniſcry, and are.a godly -people to conſtitute a 
Church in,they have but one publike meeting place; and how then 
can the ſeveral Miniſtries be ſet up there in. 

Reſp. The Synagogues were the places the Apoſtles preached 
in, to-men withour ,- and ſeparated the Diſciples to private 
heuſes. In which, for the pureſt times of the Church, rhe Sainrs 
were-mituſtredrigto,' and had no publike meeting places as now. 
Which order is ſoclearly fer out unto us in Scripture, that it can- 
not be excepted againſt, As 28. 30. 

The neceſſicy hereof appears. 

1. From-the contuſion in the Church) and Church-Ordi. 
nances ; in'which, as they are now exerciſed, nothing 
isdone to the Saints edification. | 

1. Men without the Spirit, and without underſtanding, can- 
not pray, nor praiſe God ; but minde the things fung or ſaid, in a 
carnal maner againſt the minde of -God, they are dead to God, 
ro whom God 1s riot a God, nor they a people: 

2._In Preaching to Saints, che Doctrine to be preached to the 
world, cannot be to edification. / 

2. And as there is a.neceſſity of dividing the World from 
Saints, ſo Fatnts from Saints ; -' without which can be 

,- 'ns right edification artiong the Saints. ' | v 
Tlluſt. The Goſpel! 1s compared to Leaven; by degrees the 


lump; 


lump; f the Goſpel is'to be 'to men withour, to lea-. 
venthem, or gather them t6 the. Sociery of Saints, which wonld *: 
be gathered as yer into a' few Oburches.. Now as the Saints are 
increaſed, and fit matter of a church prepared; .the Miniſter of the 
place may require helpets to 'be __ wich him for 'the conſtitu- 
ting of the church to be conſtiruted. IT 

Obz. The people will not erftluce it. 

Reſp. The people ordained -ro eternal life will rejoyce in it : 
others that do not, are not worthy of it: 

In H-br. chapt.$. 20. we have mention made of two covenants, 
che new and the old ; under which two covenants thereuure to be 
differing adminiſtrations ; rhe one” of which ceaſeth in the being 
of the other, Burt before we proceed, we may (for the better un- 
derſtanding of things) conſider the covenant as it was. made with 
Abraham, Gen. 17. 2.and 7, which is made to one man, a be- 
leever in Chriſt. Galat. 4. 14. to Abrabaw and his ſeed were 
the promiſes : he ſaith nor, And to ſeeds, as of many ; but as of one, 
and to thy ſeed, Which 1s Chriſt, 

_ Now the adminiſtrations of divine Worſhip were exerciſed by 
the firſt-born of the Family : they were the Prieſts during itstime 
of ſtanding. 

The Apoſtle in this chapter ſpeaks of the ſtate of the covenane 
a$ after it was made to Moſes, ver.g. when God took them by the 
hand to lead them out of Egypre. Now inthis there was'(in.reſpe& 
of the adminiſtrations and extent of it) ſuch-a difference; as if it had: 
been another covenant. | | 

1 It is made to the whole Nation, Exoa:6. 6,7. Sayto the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, &c. 1 will taky you to-we for a people, and I wil bs to' 

ow a God, * 23198 
f 2 The Prieſthood is now a National Prieſthood, ver. 2. 

3 The ſacrifices are for all the people, Heb.8;37; 

4 The Tabernacle is the ſtanding place for publick worſhip to: 
the whole people, mentioned ver.5. Which cleerly proves, that 
God reſpe&ed the adminiſtrations under the covenant, as made 
td the iſaclites nationally in Egypt, and not. as made with Abra- 
bam before ; under which the people lived untill ob the Bap- 
tilt. 

Ver.g. 


_ —_ OO  — 


"F1.9. He ſheweth thatthexevenant madewvith-man under'the 

Goſpel ſhould be far differing from chat made wich the Iſraelites 

2 Je » very _— . _ - 19ow: nache gon to which the ald 
ould give place; decay,and-vaniſh away. | 

- T7; The miniſtry under the new — (or rather, new ad.. 

miniſtrations of the covenant) isſaid to-be a/more excellent mini- 


ſtry, Chriſt himſelf being the bigh Prieſt and Mediatour, and not 


. 49/5, vtimated wer, 2, nor Aaron. 


2. Having better promiſes," Exo9. 6. v.6. it was to bring chem 
from the burdens of the :Egyptians, and redeem them, and bring 
them into the Land.of Cavaen : This to þe heirs of the Kingdom of 
heaven, and redeemet from hell. 

3. A better covenant, a thatunder it they bave the Laws of God 
written intheir hearts and-mindes : under Moſes, in ſtony Tables. 
: 4 bhewing, That God would under theſe adminiſtrations have 
naneto be his people an. communior, but ſuch as had his Law, that 
is, of Faith, written-intheir hearts : The Law was gives by AMaſes ; 
but prace and truth came by Jeſms Chriſt, And ſo ſheweth, that the 
Goh! covenant, 'or the adminiſtrations of the covenant under the 
pe], admitted net of a Nationall Society; and in this the new 
covenantis faid to excell the old ; this being the ground of the c0- 
venant, and being to go before it. ER | 

This is illuſtrated, - in that when Chriſt ſer up the Goſpel 
Church, he-called men our-of the- National Church , requiring * 
that men firſt ſhould be taught and beleeve, before: they be ad- 
ded to the church : in which was plainly the: vaniſhing of the 


_ old, andthe adminiſtrations of the new'fet out, So that to main- 


taina Nationallchurch, is to aboliſh the new, and ſet up the old 
sovenant, and is Judaiſing, being quite contrary to the tenour of 
the Goſpel adminiſtrations, | 3:5740 | 

Ver, 10. The haly Ghoſt ſets downthe time when the admi- 
niſtrations:of the new covenant take place ; that -is, after thoſe 
dayes : wiz. after that Foſes Miniftry ſhould have an ead, then 
the new covenant fhould take place and begip. | 

Fer. 1:1, It:is ſaid,” They ſhall-not teach every man his neigh- 
bour, and bis brother, ſaying, Xnev. the Lord (as under the 01d 
covenant,) for al ſhall know nee from the greateft to the leaft, IE 

The 


+, * ARYID F 

_ The Epofition ſome make gt cheſe Words to elude the true ſenſe 
of them, is, That in the laſt days there (hs1l be fach abundance of 
knowledg, that all ſhall know God; but if we apply the words be- 
fore or after this, its c:fily 1c futed, as that all ſhall have ic written 
in theirbear's, orthat C od will be merciful to the uorighteouſnels. 
of a1), and pot remember their fins any more, \s a thing Fihiok that 
none will dare affirm, when all that have this knowledg here ſpo- 
ken of writtzn in their hearts ſhall baves 


1. Note, that theſe words were tobe fulfilled after the date of 
the ald Covenant, under the Adminiſtrations of the New, in the A- 
poſtles times or inall times to come, ia which the true Goſpel- 
Diſpeoſations under the New Coverant (hall be adwiaiſtred, and 
have nv reſpec more to time to come,more then the Apoſtles times 

alt. x | 

: 2. The words, all ſpall know me, are not to beunderſtand only 
25 a proptefie of the abundance of knowl:dg to be revealed of God 
under the. Diſpenſation of Grace: bur alfo are to be underſtood as 
s conditional rhing thas was required of all, even the lealt Chriſti» 
ar, the /nfnc in Chriſt, before he could enjoy Communion of the 
Goſpel- Aiminſt: ations with che Saints ; this is clearly held our, 
1 ohn 2,13. I write to you fathers (wao are here {aid co be the 
grextelt, )beczuſe ye have known him whick is from the beginning; 
and then after,] write to you lit. le childrengbecauſe ye have known 
the Father, Candtheſe are here called thelealt,) who without this 
knowlcdg arc uncapable ot being writ unto, or preached unto in 
the Goſpel wzy,how much more urkit are they then for othcr more 
ſpirirual exercies, 

Aqd kencz the Apoſtle ſhews, That the New Covenant requires 
the leaſt Chriſtian ro, have the knowledg of God in him, or he is 
not to be admitted a Ghurch Member, or accounted a Coyenanter 
with God, 

This knowl dg and Communion with God (hall have forgive- 
of 11s 226 1niquities withir, . which oaks the knowledg of God 
iwert in its foul to it. | 


© ere, Are none to beadmitted Memvergugder the New Co- 
I... L h venzat 


1.-- 008) - F- 
genant, bat thofe Iyve the Law writcer in thert keerts,” and have 
their iniquitiespardoned ® © © | FO, 

, Of oo kt are true Members have, ahd all tht arc admvitted 

Ve. | 
- © '2. The condition of makiag Members muſt b» ſomething viſt- 
ble, th? Church being not ableto judg of the inviſible eſtate of-men, 

' 3. Here the condition is contained ia the 21, V-rſe, which is, 
That the leaſt Member (hall haves knowledg of Go', and be able 
to manifeſt it to the Church, whether it bz in his heart or not, God 
only knoweth. Go 

3.To mike him a Covenarter,keijs to profeſs his faith in God,ac- 
cording co the knowledg he fath of Gogin which he is ſaid to take 
God to kim to be his God, and fo becaine a viſible Member of the 


4, This Covenint was made with the Gentiles,, drawn from I- 
dolatry,z Cor.6.15. And after the great dete&ion made under An 
tichriſt, it comes to be made again ar the b:gianing of the eſtate of 
the new Jera/alem,Rev.21.3. which time is yet to be. 


I defire that it may be ferionſly conſidered, how this making 
Nuioaal Churches doth wholy deſtroy, nor only Chriltian privi- 
ledges, but how ic alſo makes void much of the Scriptures, which 
are by this means as good as razed out of the Book of God, 

= inthe Scriptures that ſpeak of the world, asvppoſcd to the 
C ar ch, ; 

1:1 defire thoſe that maintain National Churches,to ſhew where 
the world is in this Kingdom, that they account wholly to bz 
of the Church or a Church. ob» 15.29. I have choſen you ont of the 
World,therefore the world hateth you. [ohn 17.9, I pray not for the 
world : Ver{.6. I pray for them thon haſt given me out of the World. 
TCor.11.32.That ye ſhould not be condemned with the World,and elſe» 
Whercgbe yr not conformed to this preſent evil world,, © *© 


2. I defire to know how theſe Scriptures can be made right ufe- 
of,or be rightly applycd to the uſe of Saints, until theſe are divided 
one from the other. 
3+ How this doth-hinder the Manifeſtztion of the Calling of 

alNKsS- 


a" _ 
Saints, and the Maaifcfiation of their love to Godand Graeer. 


4. Now it hardens wicked metywhile there is no difference made 
b:cween Saints and them in Gharch Privildges, aad how: fedens 
che hearts of Sainte, Mt 

5. How the Glory of God in the Szints is obſcured by theſc 
means; Whom God hath cndowed as it were, with glorious light to 
ſhine to the world by, | 2 

6. How the government of che Church canotherwiſe be then 

confuſed, whiles carnal men arcadmirted, who by no means can- 
not bear the yoke, or tread the path of the Lord Jeſus, © «© - + 7 

7. How this dettruRior, 1 Cor.10.32. gave no offence, nor to 
'T Jew,nor to Gentile,nor eo the Charch : here the Jew add Gentjle 
arc ſer down in oppoſition ts the Church, which che Saints cult 
nor off:ad according to the Apoſtles miad, can be obſcrvedameng 


u"s | | 


-1- Application to Miniſters, ta take heed of conſenting to theſe 
things ; this was the great abomination Antichriſt was to doin 
. the world, even to make deſblate the Charch,pull down her wals, 
pull up her marks, and deſtroy her bounds. 


2, Tathisgrand defeRion Antichriſt hath no leſs part in £»g+ 
I land then in Rome ; and Popery is never deſtroyed while this re- 
mains, nor Reformation made . | - 


$3. Nor will God make any peace with the people of this Land, 
until this be reformed, and the Church lib:rties and priviledges be 
reſtored, 2 King.2.22. 


 Appl.3, Tihall end allin theexhortadions of Hagges to the Mx 
piſtrate, as being that properly pertains noweo you, -a5 ther to 
them to whom God immedintely ſent it. | 


- 2+ The houſe lyeth waſtes © + Tr W- 
2. God ends the Propheſies with the Gentiles, Haggiss 2-23,23 
in which God would ler you _—— book concerned the _ 
a .% DS | L 2 : es 


tiles, and that che Scripture Noth faifilled, antil dons among 
chem z That that Scripture ſpeaks w.l! ve found true, and no lye, 
in theſe days, amongſt us, which tom: ſay is only proper to us at 
_ : Oyeofthe Magiſtracy, aile, begin ro build the Lords 
le. . . 
2. To the Miniſters, Dazx.g. 27. for the over ſpreading of abo+ 
mination: Le ſhall make it deſolate, 
3+ This defolation is ſ:id to be to the end of the war, that is, 
that warthat Antichriſt (hall make with-the Saints,v.26,4ev, 13.7 
3. This deſolation is co be until the confirmation, and that ac- 
termined, be poured on the deſolate. 


Queft.1. If the Church be not ia her deſolate cllate 2 

2. Where or when that time js out ? 

3 1£ our War be not patt of that wrath ſaid to be determined 
to be poured out, 

4 Where while the Church is left to its defolation, it be not x 
certain token all is not poured out ; and the farther that time is off, 
the more wrath is to come ? 

5, Wherc thoſe hinder the reſtoration of the Temple-cſtate are 
not the only cauſes of our lying under this heavy eſtate ? | 

6. Where if the Church be once reltored, God would not -im- 
mediately give us peace and mercy ? try the Lord inthis thing, 
and you will be blefſcd that truſt him. 

7. Do not fear the Lords proviiing means, comforts,and mercy 
neceflary, the Lord will not be wanting to us 1n his own way,and 
break us better in Gods way, then all earthly good in any: other - 
that which generally we have had other way have come to little. 


Appl.3+ To the People : Do not you ſhew your ſclyes bick- 
ward in Haggas.1. 2? This people ſay, the cime is not come to 
build the Lords houte. 

1. God hath curſed you as the Jews, v.6,9. 

2, If you ſh:w your ſclves willing, God will then bleſs you as 
them, Heg.1.i1t, Afats 12.38; Take my yoke upop you, my 
yoke is cafice.. D 


 - -4 'y 


e1ppl. 


- - ——_ [2 


(6.77) £ 
4pp!'q. To the Souldiers, 1. Be faithful in your undertakingy, 
bz huwmblc under your viſtories, be thankful for your deliveran- 
cc ; labor to do all you do for the glory of God, and che advance- 
ment of the Goſpel, that the Lords cauſe ſufter. not reproachy and 
th: Lord may give you leave to fee the glorious goodneſs will at 
laft ariſe to this poor hacrowed Nation tcom your hard labor, and 
be made partakers of the Lords grace your ſelves, and do it not 
for others only, that only is able to fati fi: you for your loſs of 
Biood, your lack of Means, and r:itleſs prins, O look on this as 
your arrears, and you ſhall finde in God a better pay-maſter then 
any you have yet met withal, and from whom you have much 
more toreceive then from the Eltatz, and with whom your fer- 
vice is more acceptable then with man, as hath been abundanely 
witneſſed ; keep cloſe to him, you have had, and may again bave 
muchneed of him,&can do nothing without him:let not the world 
nor conſcience be able juſtly to ſay, ye do any thing zgaiolt God, 
and be ſure that in whar ye do for God, ye ſhill not want help to 


. doit, and at laſt God will make your enemies love you, and the 


EF 


Saints of God w.1i pray for you, and love you in the Lord always 


App!. To the City, - Rev, 16.19. The City of the Nations fell., 
This 1s the falling ame; if ye fall from Antichriſt to Chrilt, ir is « 
beppy fall, if nor, « wofal one is prediRtzd, in you is found all the 
blood of the Engliſh Martyrs, the injultice and pride of the land, 


eAppl. Tomen of diff:ring Judgments : 
1. Ye that are tor Epiſcopacy, in this is the Angel Miniſtry ye 
contend for, Rev. 2.1. calt out of che Chujch as extraordinary, 


| brought jo again. 


2. Ye for Presbyrery,ia this ye have the true Church Presbyters, 
they governing Joynly che Chaich, 65 36959 cpm by 

3. Ye for Independency, here is x Church governed by its 'own 
Officers, within it ſelf, wichout any orters co rule io it, 

4. Ye Antinomianilts; here is the goſpel putcly preached to the 


+ Saints, the Law to unbeleevers. 


$5. Ye Seekers, here is a Church-government a long time hid, 
now to be revealed according to ous expeRtxcion. Ls 
3 , 6.1c 


b 
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6, Ye aptiſts, us the Afc@biy fay, the conſtituting of the 
Church was «nd isto be of Belcevers, which are after to be bap- 
tized, as confeſſed to be done inthe cs day, 

So that without all queltion, when the true way of God ſhall bo + 
revealed, the fpirirs of all thatare led of Ged, ſhalt be gathered 
ſweetly, noznjmouſly, and gladly into commumon one with ano- 
ther againthoughnow divided, that Ephraim ſhall not cavy 7uda, 
nor 7#da, Ephraim more ; which is that which isonly ſongh for 
by me, and tobe ſought tor of all that love the Lord and his Saints 
in truth,and expeR mercyfrom him at his apperring. 


a - - 
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